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DATE: April 15, 2010

TO: District Traffic Operations Engineer, District Design Engineers, District
Construction Engineers, District Maintenance Engineers, Plans Preparat· n
Manual Holders .,<7 ~
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FROM: /~arkWilson, PE, State Traffic Operations ngineer
j David C. O'Hagan, PE, State Roadway Design Engin er

Tim Lattner, PE, Director, Office of Maintenance

COPIES: Brian Blanchard, David Sadler, Paul Steinman, Lora Hollings , Robert
Robertson, Gary Fitzpatrick, Duane Brautigam, Bruce Dana, Chris Richter,
FHWA

SUBJECT: 2009 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)
Implementation in Florida

On December 16, 2009 a final rule adopting the 2009 Edition of the MUTCD was published in
the Federal Register. States must adopt the 2009 National MUTCD within two years and FDOT
is currently taking steps to proceed with rulemaking and adoption in Florida. The official
effective date of the 2009 MUTCD in Florida will be January 1, 2011. This effective date should
provide adequate time for FDOT and local governments to prepare and begin incorporating new
2009 MUTCD requirements in design, construction, operations and maintenance. This does not
preclude use of the 2009 MUTCD prior to January 1, 2011.

The 2009 MUTCD and other related information can be accessed at the following link:

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/kn02009.htm

The Federal Register notice, which provides detailed discussion of the FHWA's decisions on
major changes from the 2003 edition, can be viewed at the following link:

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-28322.pdf

http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/kno_2009.htm
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-28322.pdf
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Significant changes in the 2009 MUTCD affecting FDOT requiring immediate action include: 

• New minimum sign sizes for many single column signs. 
• New pavement marking requirements for dropped lanes and for acceleration, deceleration 

and auxiliary lanes. 

Implementation of the above new requirements on FDOT projects shall be as follows: 

Sign Sizes (2009 MUTCD Tables 2B-1 and 2C-2) 

The 2009 MUTCD minimum sign sizes shall be incorporated into contract plans, permit projects 
and maintenance as follows:  

Design:   

New construction/reconstruction projects   July 2010 letting 

All other projects including RRR   January 2011 letting 

Maintenance: 

Permit projects Permits approved on July 1, 2010 
and thereafter 

Maintenance projects  July 1, 2010 except old sign sizes in 
existing inventory are to be used 
until depleted. 

Only new signs and those signs being replaced are required to meet the new sign size 
requirements. 

Signs with new minimum size requirements are summarized in the tables attached to this 
bulletin. 

Pavement Markings – Requirement for dotted lane lines (FDOT 3’-9’ skip) for dropped 
lanes and for acceleration, deceleration, and auxiliary lanes (2009 MUTCD Section 3B.04 
and 3B.05) 

New requirements in the 2009 MUTCD for dotted lane lines for dropped lanes and for 
acceleration, deceleration and auxiliary lanes are currently under review by the State Roadway 
Design Office and the State Traffic Engineering Office.  Specific direction for compliance with 
these new requirements will be issued later.  Until further notice, Districts are advised to 
continue with current pavement marking standards and practices and not make any changes to 
comply with the new dotted lane line requirements in 2009 MUTCD Section 3B.04 and 3B.05. 
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