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An overview of 
access managementaccess management 
along with a review 
of the free and useful 
products we have 
available to FDOT 
staff, other 
transportation 
professionals, and 
the public. Also how 
to get, and use the 
Driveway Information 
Guide, Median 
Handbook, as well as 
other valuable 
materials.

What is Access Management?

Driveways

Access Management 
is the careful planning of the location, type 

and design of access

Gary SokolowGary Sokolow
FDOT

Driveways

Medians

Median Openings

Interchanges
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Access Management is a more than 
controlling driveways  

Connectivity and a Support System for the Arterial

Why do we care?
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More conflicts means more crashes

We didn’t just make this stuff up
Safety is the Prime Reason for Access 

Management

Left turns out are the most dangerous low‐speed driving 
maneuver you can make from an unsignalized driveway



4

Left Turn Driver is in Most Danger

Left Turn Driver

Through 
Vehicle What if this 

were a 
pedestrian?

Dangers of Pedestrians & 
Two-Way Left Turn Lanes
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NO 
MEDIANS 
(in either image)

Apalachee Parkway Before Apalachee Parkway Before 
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Source : Debbie Danton
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Apalachee Parkway Apalachee Parkway 
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Source : Debbie Danton

Same Road Today 

Intersection

12
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What isWhat is 

Good Access? 

Old Definition of 
Good Access
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Long queues

Congestion

Peak hour spread

More trouble getting out of business

How Did Our Growth How Did Our Growth 
Affect Customer Affect Customer 

Traffic? Traffic? 

Small properties are at a disadvantage

It’s conditions around the driveway, not the 
lack of driveways

Morning  Traffic ConditionsMorning  Traffic Conditions Evening Traffic ConditionsEvening Traffic Conditions

It’s conditions It’s conditions 
around the 
drivewaydriveway, 

not the lack of 
driveways
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Driveway too close to intersection

Driveway too close to 
intersectionintersection

One driveway serves Walgreens, 
McDonalds, and two service stations
One driveway serves Walgreens, 

McDonalds, and two service stations



10

Benefits of Unified Site PlansBenefits of Unified Site Plans

No drivewaysNo driveways

Access 
Manage
ment 

Can Be 
Controv

i l
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Do Access Do Access Management Management 
Projects Projects 
Harm Harm 

Businesses fail at no higher rate 
on roadways with new access

Business?Business?

on roadways with new access 
management improvements

Study of Business Turnover

Median reconstruction projects in Orlando metro area

SOURCE: Ivey, Harris and Walls along with David Gwynn, PE, TEI Engineers & Planners

U‐turns are controversial at 
public meetings ...



12

U-TurnsU Turns

U‐turns are often much safer than direct left turns, 
especially on high volume, high speed, or 

congested roadways.

Advantage of Indirect Left Turns 
(U‐turns)
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Advantage of Indirect Left Turns 
(U‐turns)

Disadvantage of Direct Left Turns in 2 Way 
Left Turn Lanes
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Safety Evaluation ofSafety Evaluation of 
Left Turns vs. Right Turn Plus U‐turns

Operational Study

Data 
Collection 
Equipment

Over 300 hours of 
video

Eight sites in 
Tampa Bay area

Actual analysis 
of evasive 
maneuvers 
(Conflicts)
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Evasive Maneuvers Comparing 
Direct Lefts vs. 

Right Turn followed by U Turn

Evasive 
Maneuvers
Per 1,000 
involved 
Vehicles 3030

University of South Florida - 2001

Even with Even with 
the greater the greater 
distance distance 
traveledtraveled

1919

Average Rate

US 27 
Marion 
County

The Importance of The Importance of 
Planning for 

U-Turns
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US 27 
Marion County

Isolated 
Blub-Out

BayMeadows Rd. 

Median and “bulb‐out” mid‐block
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Poor Access Management

No Median

••Lots of AsphaltLots of Asphalt
••No guidanceNo guidance
••Pedestrian Pedestrian hostilehostile

NO driveway definition

Good Access Management

Safety
Aesthetics

L d i

Aesthetics
Efficiency
Pedestrian/Transit friendly

•Landscaping
•Signage
•ChannelizationUS 192US 192
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www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/systems/sm/accman/

www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/systems/sm/accman/

Access Management
Information
•The Median Handbook
Guides the professional through existing rules standards and procedures as well asGuides the professional through existing rules, standards and procedures as well as 
provides national guidance on the best ways to plan for medians and median openings.

•Driveway Information Guide 2008
Guides the professional through existing rules, standards and current accepted practice 
to assist in making better decisions for driveway placement and design.

•Access Management Brochure
Answering your questions about access management: balancing access and mobility.

•Driveway Permits
Chapter 14‐96: Information on State Highway Systems Connection Permits (Updated 
1/23/2003).

•Driveway Application FormDriveway Application Form
Driveway/Connection Application for all categories

•Access Management Standards
Chapter 14‐97: Information on State Highway Systems Access Management Classification 
System and Standards (Updated 10/5/2010)

•Trip Generation Spreadsheet
A spreadsheet for calculating trip generation for the most common uses using the 8th 
Edition ITE Rates. Calculates daily and PM Peak hour directional trips.

www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/systems/sm/accman/
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Brochure for our Work with Public

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/systems/sm/accman/pdfs/am2006brochure.pdf

Question and Answer Format
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Brochures in Spanish and Haitian Creole

Translation by: Cesar A. ToroTranslation by:  Jacques Defrant

For these:  Contact gary.sokolow@dot.state.fl.us

Some of Our Other Materials

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/systems/sm/accman/
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Guidance for Staff, Developers, and Consultants

•The Median Handbook

www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/systems/sm/accman/
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Driveway Driveway 
Information GuideInformation Guide

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/systems/sm/accman/pdfs/driveway2008.pdf
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Driveways are for Pedestrians Too

Orlando Sentinel Article 2004 
Section 5
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Deaths Reported for Entire 
Section Studied (2000‐2004)  

Each red spot is a death

Let’s look at one portion: 
Subsection 5Subsection 5
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Medians Might Have helped Prevent Some of 
These Deaths by Protecting left turns and 

Pedestrians.

Subsection 5 Improved 2010

FDOT Systems Planning Office has now begun a comprehensive Before and After 
study of many corridors around the state.
The study is being conducted by Florida International University and should be 
complete by November 2012. 
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Contact Information
•Gary Sokolow ‐
Florida DOT ‐ SystemsFlorida DOT  Systems 
Planning

605 Suwannee St. # 19

Tallahassee, Florida 32399

•850‐414 4912
gary sokolow@dot state fl usgary.sokolow@dot.state.fl.us

Give death a holiday - drive safe, sober and buckled up.

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/systems/sm/accman/default.shtm


