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3.2.3 Any person may submit a permit application on behalf of another 
person or corporation. Only the owner may be listed as the permittee. Any 
person submitting a permit application on behalf of another must have the 
legal authority to do so and be a duly appointed representative.

3.2.3.2 When a permittee is not a corporation and appoints a 
representative to submit a permit application on their behalf, the 
representative shall attach to the permit application a notarized statement 
that the representative has the authority to do so. The representative shall 
sign the “Submitted for” space on the permit application. All signatures 
must be original. The names and titles of all persons signing the permit 
application must be typed or printed legibly to the left of their signatures.
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3.7.1 The Permittee shall give a minimum of forty eight (48) hours 
advance notice to the approving local Maintenance Engineer prior to any 
construction or excavation, except in emergency situations.

For any excavation, construction, maintenance, or support activities 
performed by or on the behalf of the FDOT, within its R/W, the permittee p y p
may be required by the FDOT or its agents to perform the following 
activities with respect to a Permittee’s facilities: physically expose or direct 
the exposure of underground facilities, provide any necessary support to 
facilities and/or cover, de-energize or alter aerial facilities as deemed 
necessary for protection and safety.

4.5.1 UTILITY ACCOMMODATION WHEN UTILITIES OCCUPY THEIR 
OWN EASEMENTS OR PROPERTY - Coordination with Utilities should 
begin as early as possible in the initial phase of the project.  At this stage, 
the FDOT should do an assessment of the utility options available and the 
estimated cost impact of each alternative option.  Utilities are entitled to 
be made whole for the loss of their existing property rights.  The FDOT will 
tt t t id th tiliti th b t t t t i htattempt to provide the utilities the same, but not greater, property rights 

than those which they originally possessed.

If the Utility is occupying its own easement or fee property, the FDOT’s 
options include:

designing the project to avoid the Utility property;

replacing the original Utility property to be taken with comparable propertyreplacing the original Utility property to be taken with comparable property 
and paying for relocation of the Utility to that property; or

providing an easement to the Utility over FDOT right of way with equal 
rights to those lost by the Utility on their original property, including 
exclusive use and reasonable access for maintenance; or

etc.
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8.4 Training
The Permittee is responsible for ensuring that individuals responsible for
utility work zone traffic control planning, design, implementation,
inspection, and/or for supervising the selection, placement, or
maintenance of traffic control schemes and devices in work zones on the
State Highway System R/W have proper training as to the MOT
requirements prescribed in Appendix A and C of the UAM. The utility shallq p pp y
annually submit a written certification that all its employees, together with
a list of agents and subcontractors, responsible for these utility work zone
activities have been trained as to the MOT requirements prescribed in
Appendix A and C of the UAM. UAO employees, agents and/or
subcontractors responsible for these work zone activities that are not
covered by such certification shall satisfactorily complete the training
requirements in accordance with the FDOT’s Maintenance of Traffic
Training Procedure 625-010-010 provided in Appendix D. The Utility may
choose to either self certify training or use an approved training provider in
accordance with the FDOT’s Maintenance of Traffic Training Procedure
625-010-010 provided in Appendix D. If the utility elects to self certify, the
utility shall submit a written certification every two years that all its
employees responsible for these utility work zone activities have been
trained as to the MOT requirements prescribed in Appendix A and C of the
UAM. If the utility elects to self certify agents or subcontractors they shall
list each agent or subcontractor with the self certification.
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GOAL:
•Make the manual easy to use

•Maximize understanding.

Reorganization Reorganization 

GOAL:GOAL:
•Put things where you would 
.naturally look for them.

li i d li l•Eliminate duplicate language.
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2007 UAM
Preface

Chapter 1 Introduction 

Chapter 2 Definitions and Acronyms

Chapter 3 Utility Permitting

Chapter 4 Application of Criteria, Standards, 

Chapter 5 Accommodation Standards

•General statement applying 
to all utilities and FDOT.

•Definitions of terms used in 
the manual.

p

Chapter 6 Special Requirements for 
Installation, Restoration of R/W and 
Maintenance of a Utility

Chapter 7 Maintenance of Vegetation

Chapter 8 Maintenance of  Traffic

Chapter 9 Location Criteria for utilities on 
Non-Limited Access Facilities

Chapter 10 General Requirements

Ch t 11 Utilit S

• How to prepare permit 
applications.

• What are the design and 
coordination requirements.

•What do you if you can not 
Chapter 11 Utility Survey

Chapter 12 Accommodation of utilities on 
Limited Access R/W

Chapter 13 Exceptions

Exhibits
References
Appendices

follow the requirements.

•General statement applying 
to all utilities and FDOT.

•Definitions of terms used in 
the manual.

2007 UAM
Preface

Chapter 1 Introduction 

Chapter 2 Definitions and Acronyms

Chapter 3 Utility Permitting

Chapter 4 Application of Criteria, Standards, 

Chapter 5 Accommodation Standards

Plain Language UAM

Chapter 1 Introduction

Chapter 2 Terms and Acronyms

• How to prepare permit 
applications.

• What are the design and 
coordination requirements.

•What do you if you can not 

p

Chapter 6 Special Requirements for 
Installation, Restoration of R/W and 
Maintenance of a Utility

Chapter 7 Maintenance of Vegetation

Chapter 8 Maintenance of  Traffic

Chapter 9 Location Criteria for utilities on 
Non-Limited Access Facilities

Chapter 10 General Requirements

Ch t 11 Utilit S

Chapter 3 Utility Permit

Chapter 4 Utility Accommodation

follow the requirements.Chapter 11 Utility Survey

Chapter 12 Accommodation of utilities on 
Limited Access R/W

Chapter 13 Exceptions
Chapter 5 Utility Exceptions
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Plain Language UAM

Chapter 1 Introduction

Chapter 2 Terms and Acronyms

2007 UAM
Preface

Chapter 1 Introduction 

Chapter 2 Definitions and Acronyms

Chapter 3 Utility Permitting

Chapter 4 Application of Criteria, Standards, 

Chapter 5 Accommodation Standards

Switched to Active Voice

Chapter 3 Utility Permit

Chapter 4 Utility Accommodation

p

Chapter 6 Special Requirements for 
Installation, Restoration of R/W and 
Maintenance of a Utility

Chapter 7 Maintenance of Vegetation

Chapter 8 Maintenance of  Traffic

Chapter 9 Location Criteria for utilities on 
Non-Limited Access Facilities

Chapter 10 General Requirements

Ch t 11 Utilit S

Switched to Active Voice

Switched to Active Voice

Chapter 5 Utility Exceptions

Chapter 11 Utility Survey

Chapter 12 Accommodation of utilities on 
Limited Access R/W

Chapter 13 Exceptions Switched to Active Voice

2007 UAM Preface
Section 337.401(2), Florida Statutes, further provides that the permit holder is responsible for any damage 
resulting from the issuance of such permit. Section 337.403(1), Florida Statutes, provides that any utility found by 
the Florida Department of Transportation to be unreasonably interfering in any way with the convenient, safe, or 
continuous use, or the maintenance, improvement, extension, or expansion, of such public road or publicly owned 
rail corridor shall, upon 30 day’s written notice to the Utility or its agent by the authority, be removed or relocated by 
such Utility at its own expense except as provided in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c). Section 337.403(3), Florida 
Statutes, provides that whenever an order of the authority requires such removal or change in the location of any

DAMAGES

Statutes, provides that whenever an order of the authority requires such removal or change in the location of any 
utility from the right-of-way of a public road or publicly owned rail corridor, and the owner thereof fails to remove or 
change the same at his or her own expense to conform to the order within the time stated in the notice, the authority 
shall proceed to cause the utility to be removed. The expense thereby
incurred shall be paid out of any money available therefore, and such expense shall, except as provided in 
subsection (1), be charged against the owner and levied and collected and paid into the fund from which the 
expense of such relocation was paid.

2007 UAM Section 4.4
Section 337.402, F. S., states, “When any public road or publicly owned rail corridor is damaged or impaired in any 
way because of the installation, inspection, or repair of a utility located on such road or publicly owned rail corridor, 
the owner of the utility shall, at his or her own expense, restore the road or publicly owned rail corridor to its original 
condition before such damage. If the owner fails to make such restoration, the authority is authorized to do so and 
charge the cost thereof against the owner under the provisions of s. 337.404.

2007 UAM Section 10.17
The Permittee shall be responsible for damages to the State Transportation System caused by its work, and shall 
make immediate repairs necessary to return the transportation facility to its condition prior to any utility work.



2008 Design Conference - Session 78
Tuesday July 29, 2008 - 2:00pm -2:45 pm

2007 Utility Accommodation Manual & Rule Update

Thomas Bane P.E
State Utilities Engineer 9

Plain Language UAM Section 1.5 RESPONSIBILITY FOR DAMAGES
The UAO is responsible for damages to the State Transportation System caused by its work and shall 
immediately make all repairs necessary to return the transportation facility to its condition prior to any utility work.

DAMAGES

2007 UAM Section 3.1
During an emergency situation, the UAO should protect the public safety by making necessary repairs or 
adjustments, complying as much as is practical with the requirements of the UAM. No advance permit approval is 
required. However, permits for pavement cuts shall be submitted within five (5) business days after the repairs are 
completed. This does not limit any permit requirements of other agencies.

2007 UAM Section  3.7.3
The Permittee must comply with Section 335.15, F.S., requiring notification of the temporary closing of an FDOT 
roadway Whenever any road on the State Highway System is repaired reconstructed or otherwise altered in a

Emergency Repairs

roadway. Whenever any road on the State Highway System is repaired, reconstructed, or otherwise altered in a 
manner which necessitates the closing of one or more traveled lanes of the roadway for a period of time exceeding 
two (2) hours, the party performing such work shall give notice to the local law enforcement agency, within whose 
jurisdictions such roadway is located, prior to commencing work on the project. The requirement of prior notification 
shall be waived only when the closing of one or more lanes is required for emergency conditions. This UAM Rule 
requires additionally, that the local Maintenance Engineer be notified, except in emergencies, a minimum of forty 
eight (48) hours in advance before closure to allow sufficient time for public service announcements and local 
agency response.

2007 UAM Section  5.1.7
When an emergency condition warrants immediate action, the UAO should proceed immediately with repairs 
necessary to safeguard the public. The local Maintenance Engineer or designee shall be notified as soon as 
practical, but no later than the next scheduled FDOT working day. All repair work to the FDOT's facilities must be 
approved by the local Maintenance Engineer. If the type of work would normally require a permit, the UAO will be 
required to submit a permit application within one (1) week after the work is completed. In a situation of this type, a 
TCP is not required with the permit application. This does not eliminate the responsibility to provide a safe MOT 
setup, when and where practical. In any case, restoration of R/W will be in accordance with all applicable FDOT 
specifications and standards, at the expense of the Permittee.

2007 UAM Section  5.4.3
No construction or maintenance will be accomplished upon a structure without written approval from the District 
Maintenance Engineer or designee. In emergencies, repairs may proceed after verbal approval from the District 
Maintenance Engineer or designee.
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Plain Language UAM Section 4.1.2 Emergency Repairs 
When an emergency condition warrants immediate action, the UAO should proceed immediately with repairs 
necessary to safeguard the public. The UAO shall notify the Local Maintenance Engineer no later than the next 
scheduled FDOT working day. If the type of work would normally require a permit, the UAO shall submit a permit 
application within one (1) week after the work is completed. The UAO is responsible for safe traffic control when and 
where practical, even though no TCP is required. The UAO shall bear the expense of restoring the R/W in 
accordance with all applicable FDOT specifications and standards When making emergency repairs to attachment

Emergency Repairs

accordance with all applicable FDOT specifications and standards. When making emergency repairs to attachment 
to structures, the UAO shall obtain verbal approval for emergency repairs from the District Maintenance Engineer. 

2007 UAM Section 3.2 Permit Application

Permitting

Lists 18 items that need to be submitted with each utility permit application.

Plain Language UAM Section 3.4.1 General Documentation

Lists the above mentioned 18 items plus the 11 other items that were 
required but were buried in the text of 4 other chapters of the 2007 UAM.
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Switch to Active Voice Switch to Active Voice 

GOAL:
•Make things clear.

•Assign a person an action.

2007 UAM: Section 10.4 General Requirements
10.4  Where practical, excavation will not be allowed within 

eight (8) feet of the edge of the pavement.

1. If it practical, why is it not allowed? 
2. Who determines when it is practical?

Plain Language UAM: Section 4.3 Underground Utilities 
4.3.2 Excavation Near Pavement.
The UAO must excavate eight (8) feet or farther away from the edge of 
pavement If the local Maintenance Engineer determines this is impractical

3. Who is this speaking to?
4. If you excavate within 8 feet, is it a violation?

pavement. If the local Maintenance Engineer determines this is impractical, 
the UAO may excavate closer. 

1. When it is impractical you don’t have to do it 
2. The Local Maintenance Engineer determines if it is impractical.
3. The statement clearly addresses both the UAO and FDOT.

1. Excavating within 8 feet is not a violation when performed as stated.
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Remove 
Unnecessary Language 
Remove 
Unnecessary Language 

GOAL:
Eliminate unnecessary language that keeps 
going on and on and on – never adding much 
to the issue at hand, but just filling page after 
page of useless language. If and when we find 
this kind of language we will eliminate itthis kind of language, we will eliminate it 
because language like this does not add 
anything. It really just takes up space. It needs 
to be deleted. So, it is our goal that all such 
language be rewritten to something shorter.

Remove 
Unnecessary Language 
Remove 
Unnecessary Language 

GOAL:
Eliminate unnecessary language.
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2007 UAM Section 5.7
5.7 Utility Accommodation in the Vicinity of Mechanically Stabilized Earth Walls or Proprietary Earth Walls (MSE)

New utilities will not be accommodated within the limits of a Mechanically Stabilized Earth or Proprietary Earth Wall, hereafter
referred to as an MSE wall, or its support structure unless approved by the State Structures Design Engineer or Designee. 
Special design constraints may be imposed when a pressurized utility carrier is placed within a confinement area, through, 
under, or immediately adjacent to an MSE Wall. This is to assure the structural elements take into consideration support 
limitations that may be created by the presence of utilities and potential damage or failure if a pressurized utility carrier leaks. 

MSE walls function by using straps or fabric as structural elements throughout the earth fill to resist lateral wall stresses
through friction. This makes it impractical and in some cases impossible to incorporate utilities among the layered structural 
elements because special design and construction problems result. Since MSE wall reinforcement relies upon friction between 
the soil and the structural elements, any reduction in compaction of the soil by the intrusion of utilities, excessive fluids, or 
gases can result in failure of the total MSE wall structure. 

If a liquid or pressure vessel were allowed within or in close proximity to the structure and it ruptured, total failure of the MSE 
wall structure could occur resulting in injury or death to those occupying the structure, or immediately adjacent to it. If utility 
accommodation within the limits of an MSE wall structure appears to be the only practical alternative, only non-liquid and non-
pressure vessels may be permitted without separate encasement. 

All liquid and pressure carriers should be located as far from an MSE Wall as the R/W and construction technology permit. All
existing utility facilities that are located below a proposed MSE wall structure must be evaluated for condition and relocation.
The practical location of a utility facility must be determined based on MSE wall design and available R/W.

When an MSE wall is used as the approach or abutment support to an existing or proposed bridge, special consideration must 
be given to accommodating any utility facility attached to the bridge. In the area of transition between the bridge and the 
approach, there may be considerable differential settlement and induced shear stress that requires special design, material, 
and joint configuration. It may be required to accommodate the utility facility in a separate false work structure along the face 
of the MSE wall rather than incorporate it directly into the MSE wall structure. The design must be compatible with the 
aesthetics features applied to the overall structure. 

All additional costs associated with accommodation of a utility facility on any FDOT structure, within an MSE wall structure, or
in such close proximity so as to incur special design and construction costs, shall be paid for by the Utility unless a 
compensable interest exists.

Plain Language UAM

   

g g
4.7.2 Mechanically Stabilized Earth Walls
The UAO shall not place new utilities within the limits of MSE walls unless approved by the   .    

,  State Structures Engineer.
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2007 UAM Chapter 2 Definitions and Acronyms

Contains definitions to these terms but never used them in the text.
Actual Crossing Operation Extremely aggressive Environment
Border Area Hand-hole
Clear run-out area Qualified welderClear run-out area Qualified welder
Compensable interest Relining
Design Build Through traveled-way
Driving Lane Traffic Lane
Erosion Control Frangible Base

Chapter 2 also defined the responsibilities of the following positions.
Area Design Engineer Resident/Project Engineer
State Utilities Engineer Maintenance Engineer

Chapter 2 also contains definitions to these terms.
Adequate Business day
Competent Emergency

2007 UAM Section 3.3.11 Processing

Utility permits on railroad corridors and LA R/W require “Exceptions” for longitudinal installations but otherwise will 
be handled the same way as other utility permits and  subject to prior real property rights. be handled the same way 
as other utility permits and  subject to prior real property rights.

For the South Florida Rail Corridor use criteria in the bullets listed for Section 3 3 11:For the South Florida Rail Corridor use criteria in the bullets listed for Section 3.3.11:

• The standard permit application and the pertinent standard railroad application package shall become 
part of the total package. All Permittees must follow the instructions on the application package.

• The local Maintenance Engineer or designee will forward four (4) copies of the package to the CSX 
Railroad for its concurrence and/or approval.

• No permit will be approved by CSX without receipt of the appropriate processing fee. Per agreement 
with CSX, the sole responsibility of the FDOT is to forward  the application package and processing 
fee when supplied by the Permittee. It is CSX's responsibility to collect the fee from the Permittee if not 
included in the application package.

• After receipt of the approved four (4) packages from the CSX and the FDOT permit approval, the local 
Maintenance Engineer or designee will distribute the permit as appropriate.

Two (2) copies and one (1) original of both the CSX package and the permit will be submitted  to:

Florida Department of Transportation–District Four
Manager, South Florida Rail Corridor
3400 West Commercial Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309-3421
Phone: 1-800-930-3368
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Challenges:
• Making sure the active voice 
addresses the correct person.

G i dj h• Getting users to adjust to the   
new layout.

• Getting the Plain language UAM though rule 
making before it is obsolete.


