
Routinely creating great environments for 
active transportation
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Changing philosophy

Previous:
• Focus on motorists
• Little or no distinction 

by land use

New:
• Focus on people
• All travelers treated 

with respect
• Defines land use
• Context-sensitive
• Set expectations

USDG = Urban Streets Design Guidelines 
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5. Define Street Type and Initial 
Cross-Section 

3. Identify Deficiencies 

Existing & Future Conditions

Goals and Objectives

Decision-making

1. Define Land Use Context 2. Define Transportation Context  

4. Describe Future Objectives 

6. Describe Trade-Offs and Select 
Cross-Section 

Six-Step Process
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Project development questions

• Does the project’s scope include walking, 
bicycling, and transit?
– Why not?

• What are the project’s goals?
• How will you measure success?
• Who wins and who loses in design trade-offs?
• How do the trade-offs relate to the project 

objectives?
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Sample location: Semoran Blvd, Orlando 
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Location: Semoran Blvd, Orlando
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Semoran, SB approaching La Costa
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Semoran, SB, south of La Costa
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Semoran, SB, north of Curry Ford
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Semoran, NB, approaching Curry Ford
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Semoran, SB, looking north toward access to 
shopping center
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Semoran, SB, looking south toward 
southernmost access to shopping center
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Design assumptions

• Urban Arterial
• Posted speed 45 mph
• North of Curry Ford:

– 56k AADT
– 2,052 trucks
– 115’ ROW
– 10’-11’ travel lanes
– ~14’ median
– 5’ sidewalks

• South of Curry Ford:
– 53,500 AADT
– 2675 trucks
– 180’ ROW
– 11.5’-12’ travel and 

turn lanes
– 4’ bike lanes
– 8’ sidewalks
– ~15’-30’ median





Zoning



Transit



Related policies, plans

• FDOT Complete Streets policy
• Semoran Blvd Vision Plan:

– Welcoming and guiding customers to the goods 
and services they need

– Promoting a walkable business district and main 
street-style development pattern

– Visually de-emphasizing the automobile
– Promoting a mixture of uses
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Observed and assumed deficiencies

• Opposite-side bus stop access
• Pedestrian safety

– 4 fatalities on corridor in case study
• Need to reduce top end speeders (10mph+ over 

posted speed limit)
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What did you learn?



Routinely creating great environments for 
active transportation
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