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SUBJECT: Performance Turf 

REQUIREMENTS 

The following Plans Preparation Manual Exhibits are updated as shown in the attached to 
reflect the new specification and pay items for Performance Turf (Turf) and Performance 
Turf (Sod). 

Volume 11, Chapter 6, Exhibits TYP-1 thru TYP-16 

Volume 11, Chapter 7, Exhibit 7-1 

Volume 11, Chapter 28, Exhibit SWP-2 

BACKGROUND 

As stated in the BOE April 28, 2006 Cover Letter, a new specification for Performance 
Turf (Section 570) will be implemented beginning with the January 2007 letting. There 
will be two pay items under the new specification, 570-1- 1 Performance Turf (Turf) and 
570-1-2 Performance Turf (Sod). Separate payment for items such as seed, mulch, 
fertilizer, water, etc., are eliminated. The new specification also eliminates minimum 
requirements for these various items. Instead, the contractor must provide whatever 
quantities of seed, mulch, fertilizer, water, etc. that he deems necessary to meet the 
minimum performance requirements called for in the specification. When the plans call 
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for Performance Turf (Turf), the contractor will have the option to establish the turf by a 
variety of methods. These methods include seeding similar to past practice, 
hydroseeding, bonded fiber matrix, and sod. However, when the plans call for 
Performance Turf (Sod), the contractor will have no option and will be required to 
provide sod. 

In general, designers should call for Performance Turf (Sod) in areas where historically 
sod was specified. This would include the area along pavement edges, areas around 
drainage structures and ditch pavement, and on slopes steeper than 1:3, etc. Sod areas 
should continue to be tabulated on the Summary of Quantities sheet in accordance with 
past practice. 

Performance Turf (Turf) should be used in areas where historically seeding, or seeding 
and mulching was specified. Some Districts in recent years have been calling for sod 
almost exclusively, including areas where historical practice was to specify only seeding 
or seeding and mulching. Districts are advised to reevaluate this practice in light of the 
new specification and limit the requirement for sod to those areas where it is the only 
practical method for erosion control andlor establishing turf. 

There will be no separate pay items for the different varieties of sod or turf, such as Saint 
Augustine or Centipede. When a specific variety is required, it must be identified in the 
plans. Likewise, the plans must include a note when it is intended that the contractor 
install grass type(s) to match adjoining private property. 

Corresponding changes to Design Standards Index 104, Permanent Erosion Control, 
Index 105, Shoulder Sodding and Turf on Existing Facilities, and the Index 200 Drainage 
Series will be included in the January 1, 2007 Design Standards Modifications to be 
issued in early July 206. 

The new 570 specification and pay items will also be used for temporary sod and turf. 
The quantities of temporary sod and turf are to be identified in pay item notes in plans as 
described in PPM Volume 11, Chapter 7, Exhibit 7-1 attached. Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention plans are to be updated to reflect the new terminology as well (see example 
shown on PPM Volume TI, Chapter 28, Exhibit SWP-2 attached). Changes to 
Specification Section 104, Prevention, Control, and Abatement of Erosion and Water 
Pollution, to address temporary sod and turf will be included in the January 2007 
Workbook. 

The FDOT CADD Cell Library typical sections will be updated to include these changes 
in the FDOT 2004 Maintenance Release 3, scheduled for release August 2006. Until 
Maintenance Release 3 is issued, designers will need to manually change the typical 
section sheet cells to use the new terminology. 
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IMPLEMENTATION 

Plans must be updated beginning with the January 2007 letting to reflect the new 
terminology for turf as shown in the updated PPM exhibits, and include the new pay 
items for Performance Turf. 

CONTACT 

Jim Mills, PE 
State Roadway Design Office 
850-414-43 18 
Suncom 4 14-43 1 8 
jim.mills@dot.state. fl.us 
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9. 538- 1- This is to include replacement of            panels,           regular posts 
and      special posts which have been determined to be non-
salvageable.  Additional posts and panels determined to be non-
salvageable during resetting shall be paid for under 538-5 of the 
Specifications.

10. Temporary Turf: When required by the project design, these items shall be included 
in the cost of the Performance Turf items.  A pay item note should show the 
approximate quantities.  For example:

 570-  1-  1 Includes approximately           SY Turf for temporary erosion control.
 570-  1-  2 Includes approximately             SY Sod for temporary erosion control.  
11. 639-  2- 1 Payment shall be based on the linear feet of a single conductor.
12. The following pay item note should be shown in the Roadway Plans:  

710-  The totals shown on the Summary of Roadway Pay Items are for 
painted pavement markings used for Maintenance of Traffic. 
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