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INTRCDUCTION

Florida's recreation and transportation suppliers are
continually in search of new resources and facilities to help
meet the demands generated by the state's growing population.
Concurrent with this search, an increasing number of railroad
abandonments, capable of serving recreation, transportation and
other public purposes, have been authorized during the past few
years. The linear nature of these parcels, whether they are located
in scenic rural areas or routed within urban centers, suggests an
obvious potential for reuse as recreation, transportation and
other facilities. K

While their potential is great, no systematic attempt has
been made to inventory abandoned railroad lines in Florida. Lines
which are available for purchase and subsequent reuse are not
commonly known, making it difficult for public ageﬁcies to pursue
consistent acquisition preograms. Before their potential can be
fully assessed, the lines must be identified and their
availability determined. This report provides such an inventory.
Although it is beyond the scope of thié report to evaluate the
suitability of each line for serving alternative uses, it does
provide a valuable starting point for further work in evaluating
and, ultimately, acquiring these unigque land corridors for public

use.



The report is organized into three sections. The first
section describes the railroad abandonment process and identifies
opportunities for participation in abandonment proceedings. The
second section explains how the inventory was conducted. The
third section contains detailed descriptions of identified

abandonments, and provides location maps for each.

THE ABANDONMENT PROCESS

A basic understanding of the complex administrative processes
involved in abandconing railroad property is useful in attempting
to obtain such properties. Abandonment procedures are regulated
by the Interstate Commerce Commission {(ICC) in accordance with
the Staggers Rail Act of 1980 (P.L. 960-448), which was enacted
to help the nation's railroads reduce financial losses by
providing a uniform abandonment process, and to create a
rehabilitation program involving financial assistance for
qualified railroad lines. A complete description of the
abandonment process is contained in Addendum 1.

As shown in Figure 1, the process begins when a railroad
submits an application for abandonment to the ICC. In addition
to other required documentation, a statement must be provided
regarding the rail corridor's suitability for alternative public
uses such as roads, highways, mass transportation, conservation,
transmission lines or recreation. Such a statement serves to

formally notify the ICC of other potential public uses which may
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be considered by the ICC in stipulating conditions for approving
the proposed abandonment. Abandonment applications are public

records, and ICC regulations require that all such applications

be filed with the Florida Department of Transportation, the Office

of the Governor, and the Florida Public Service Commission.

The ICC's regulations also require that concerned public or
private entities formally announce their interest in the rail
line during a 30~day period following submission of an
abandonment application. Any such interested parties must submit
written comments to the ICC in order to qualify as a party to the
abandonment proceedings. Comments must include specific
information about the potential for alternative public or
private use of the line. If no comments are received within 45
days after the date of application, the ICC must issue an

abandonment certificate.

Findings of the ICC

After receiving written comments, the ICC determines whether
or not to conduct a formal investigation. The ICC often finds
that a proposed abandonment does not warrant an investigation,
and in these cases, the application may be reviewed under a
modified process as shown in Figure 1. The Commission may
decide not to investigate, but may hold.at least one public
hearing before granting the abandonment. Regardless of the ICC's

decision to investigate, entities which are formal parties to the
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proceedings may participate in subsequent hearings held by the
ICC. Ultimately, the ICC may either grant the abandonment, deny
the abandonment, or grant the abandonment with stipulated
conditions on disposal of the property. For example, the ICC may
require that the property not be sold or otherwise disposed of
for a period up to 180 days unless the property has been offered,
‘at reasonable terms, for purchase or management for an
alternative public use. Such conditional abandonments can be
important to public agencies which often are not as flexible as

private buyers in their land acquisition funding arrangements.

Exemptions from the Abandonment Process

In 1983, an amendment to the Staggers Act reduced the
opportunity for public comment by substantially streamlining the
abandonment process for certain rail lines. Rail lines having no
user traffic for a pericd of two years may be abandoned after a
Qerified notice to that effect has been served to the ICC. This
notice, together with a formal request to abandon the line, must
be filed no later than 50 days prior to the date of the proposed
abandonment. The ICC must then publish the request for

abandonment in the Federal Register within 20 days. Any comments

must be filed with the ICC within 10 days after the notice is
published. Presumably, only the most severe hardship cases or
highest degree of public need would prompt the ICC to stay a

request for abandonment under this process. As described above,



however, the ICC may stipulate conditions on approval, including
a condition that the rail company offer the property to a public

agency at reasonable terms.

IDENTIFYING ABANDCONED RAILROADS

To identify abandoned railrocads in Florida, the Division of
Recreation and Parks, with the assistance of the Florida
Department of Transportation, contacted the state's three major
rail service providers: Seaboard System Railroad, Florida East
Coast Railway, and Norfolk Southern Railrcad. Of these, only
Seaboard System Railroad (SBD) reported owning significant
abandoned property. Utilizing historical ownership records,
railroad valuation maps and other information provided by SBD,
the Division identified 48 abandoned rail lines, comprising a
network of more than 1,000 miles across the state (see Figure 2
and Table 1). Many of these lines have been abandoned in
sections at different times, creating sub-lines, or segments.
The Division also identified the location, length, acreage and
other characteristics of each line. For the purposes of this
report, railroad lines and line segments are classified according
to the degree of ownership retained by SBD. "“Available"
abandonments are wholly owned by SBD. "Mostly available" lines
are more than one-half 6wned by SBD, while "mostly sold" lines
are less than one-half owned by SBD. Lines which are "sold" have

no record of ownership by SBD.
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TABLE 1

ABANDONED RAILROAD-LINES

CATEGORY I LINES -- "AVAILABLE"

Crestview, FL to Lockhart, AL ......
Lake City to Ft. White ..........

Hainesworth to Jacksonville ...
Foley Jet. to Cross City ......
Gainesville to Hawthorne ......
Dunellon to Floral City .......
Lebanon Ject. to Dunnellon .....
Kendrick SpPUr c.icensuisonssereny

Leesburg to TAVAI@S .c.ccenrrnvsas

Leesburg to Howey-in-the-Hills

.

Sorrento to Sylvan Lake .........
Sanford to Forest City ..sivscanse
Elfers to Chemical ...iiivnveciann
Tarpon Springs to Clearwater ......
Cane £ DUdA tiisernrseesessnnnnaa

CATEGORY II LINES —

.
.
.
.
.
.
.

.

"MOSTLY AVAILABLE"

Reuka to Palatka .+iiirtesrcsansannns
Mascotte to Winter Garden ........

Bartow to West Lake Wales .....
Durant £to Willow ...iversasenas

CATEGORY III LINES =-- "MOSTLY SOLD"

Bell €0 Buda ....ccitearsnnnnns
High Springs toc Burnetts Lake .
Archer to Airbase ... ciivaviias
Rochelle to Lowell ....iccvviannnn
Ocala to Juliette ...c.iveisunsan
Candler to Leesburg .....cce.cas
Leesburg to ALtOONa .ciesesaascs
Beck Hammock to Oviedo ........

Ellsworth Jdct. to Winter Garden

Ellsworth Jeoct. to Ccoee .......

Ocoee to Dr. PRillips +..vveeen.

Winter Park to Aloma .......
Brooksville to Okahumpka ...
Mabel to Tarpon Springs ....
Owensboro to Thonotosassa ..
Lake Alfred to Pembroke ....

« &+ & & @

Tancrede to Ridgewood Spur ....
Haines City to Sebring ........

Fruitville to Belspur .........
Wauchula to Boca Grande .......

Harrisburg to Everélades City .
CATEGORY IV LINES =-- “SOLD"

Monticello to Drifton .....e...
Lake Stafford to Archer .......

Red Level Jct. to Cutler ....
DeLand .......
Benson Jet. to Enterprise ...
Sanford to Beck Hammock .....
. Chemical to Tarpon Junction .
Vanderbilt to Naples ........
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Map Reference No.

I=-

1

I-2
1-301, 1'302
1-4 :
I-5

I-6

1-7

I-8

I-9

I-10
I-11
I-12
I-13
I-14
I-15

Ir-1.1, 1I1-1.2
II‘Z.I; II-202
II-3
I1-4

I1r-1
II1-2

-III-3.1; III‘B-Z

III-4.1, III=4.2
I11-5

III-6

IIz-7.1, III-7.2
I11-8

I11-9

III-10

ITI-11

IIT-12

III-13

II1-14.1, III-14.2
III-15.1, III-15.2
III-16.), III-l6.2,
& III-16.3

I11-17

III-lB-l' III-lB.Z,
& III-18.3

III=19

I11-20.1, IIr-20.2,
& III-20.3
Irr-21.1, 1IIr-21.2

IV=-1

Iv-2.1, Iv=2.2,
Iv-2.3 & IV-2.4
v=-3

Iv-4

V-5

IV=-6

iv-7

Iv-8
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In conducting the inventory, it became apparent that‘certain
limitations exist with respect to the data available on abandonments.
Many of the historical land records are quite old and are incomplete,
inconsistent or inaccurate. Data were not available for some -
abandonments, particularly the older ones, and these lines are
not reflected in this report. Moreover, because of the literally
thousands of land transactions conducted by SBD over the years
and the variety in types of conveyances involved, the degree of
title interest actually held by SBD is not always known. Due to
these and other similar limitations, the information provided in
this report is intended only for general reference purposes. For
a precise determination of a line's length, acreage and ownership,
the reader should consult with SBD and county property records.

The names of rail lines and line segments utilized in this
report are derived in most cases from the SBD stations or
junctions wﬁich mark the beginning and ending points of the line
or segment. Length was calculated based on the map distance
between these points. Estimates of acreage were based on the
length multiplied by an average right~of-way width of 100
feet. The date of abandonment may be approximate in some cases,
since records may no longer be available for abandonments
which have been acquired by SBD from other carriers. When two
abandonment dates are given, the earlier date represents the year

in which the first section of the line was abandoned, and the



second date is the year in which the most recent abandonment
occurred.

The feasibility of acquiring a parcel of abandoned railroad
property often will be determined by the continuity of SBD
ownership, or by the line's availability from one or a small
number of other owners. In other cases, however, "mostly sold"
or “sold" segments might be capable of serving needs for parking
lots, mini-parks, urban transportation facilities, or facilities
for utility lines. No attempt was made. in this study to
determine the number of owners or to ascertain the availability
of previously scld land. Entities which are interested in the
availability of specific parcels should consult local property

records for the names of owners.

ABANDONMENT DESCRIPTIONS AND LOCATION MAPS

The remaining section of this report contains detailed
descriptions of the abandoned railroad lines and line segments
identified in the study, and provides maps depicting each. The
lines are arranged according to category of SBD ownership. 1In
cases when a line has been divided into segments, a map of each
segment is provided. Each line and segment is identified by a
number that refers to the number of its particular location map.
As noted above, this information is provided for general
reference purposes. The abandonment lengths and acreages noted

in these descriptions may vary from those which actually exist.
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CATEGORY I LINES — "AVAITABLE"

Crestview to Alabama State Line

Map Reference No: I-1

Location: Counties: Ckaloosa, Walton
Citles: Crestview, Laurel Hill

Approximate Length: 25.3 miles

Estimated Acreage: 307

Date of Ebandomment: Apoandorment pending

Comments: This line parallels State Road 85 and crosses a nunber of
small creeks and streams.

lake City to Fort White

- Map Reference No: I-2
Location: Oounties: Columbia
Cities: Iake City
Approximate Length: 16.9 miles
Estimated Acreage: 204
Date of Abardonment: 1968
Camrents: This line could provide recreational trail access to
Ichetucknee Springs State Park fram Lake City.

Hainesworth to Jacksonville

Map Reference No: I-3.1, I-3.2

Location: Counties: Alachua, Union, Baker, Massau, Duval
Cities: Worthington Springs, lake Butler, Raiford, Baldwin,

Jackseonville

Approximate Length: 66.3 miles

Estimated Acreage: 804

Date of Pbardonment: 1968, (a portion is pending abandonment)

Camrents: This line parallels portions of State Road 121. It passes
through Lake Butler Wildlife Management Area and Florida
State Prison. MAccess to the Santa Fe River could be provided
at Worthington Springs. The line consists of two segments,
as follows:

SBD
Map Approximate  Ownership
Segment _ Number  Length {(miles) Status
Hainesworth to Mattox I-3.1 44.1 Available
Mattox to Jacksonville I-3.2 22.2 Available

11



CATEGORY I LINES ~-~ "AVAITARIE" {(continued)

Foley Junction to Cross City

Map Reference No: I-4

Location: Gounties: Taylor, Dixie
Cities: Cross City

Approximate Length: 38.2 miles

Estimated Acreage: 463

Date of AZbandonment: 1985

Camments: A portion of this line parallels U.S. Highway 98 and passes
through Steinhatchee Wildlife Management Area. A potential
for water-based recreation exists where the line crosses
the Fenholloway and Steinhatchee Rivers.

Gainesville to Hawthorne

Map Reference No: I-5

Location: Gohunties: Alachua
Cities: Gainesville, Hawthorne

Approximate Length: 16.8 miles

Estimated Acreage: 204

Date of Abandcnment: 1984

Comments: This line crosses Paynes Prairie State Preserve ard skirts
the scenic north rim of the prairie. It also passes through
Lochloosa Wildlife Management Area, and could help provide
access to water-based recreation at Newnans Iake.

Dunnellon to Floral City

Map Reference No: I-6

Location: Gounties: Maricn, Citrus
Cities: Dunnellon, Inverness

Approximate Length: 24.3 miles

Estimated Acreage: 295

Date of Abandonment: BAbandomment pending

Caments: Portions of this line parallel U.S. Highway 41 and form the
western boundary of Fort Cooper State Park. Recreational
access to the Withlacoochee River could be provided at
Dunnellon.

i2
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CATEGORY I LINES —- "AVATIABIE" (continued)

Isbanon Junction to Dunnellon

Map Reference No: -7

location: Counties: Levy, Marion

Approximate Length: 18.0 miles

Estimated Acreage: 218

Date of Abardomment.: 1985

Camments: Portions of this line parallel U.S. Highway 19/98. The line
crosses a nunber of small creeks and sloughs.

Kendrick Spur

Map Reference No: I-8

location: Counties: Marion ’
Cities: Ocala .

Approximate Length: 6.4 miles

Estimated Acreage: 78

Date of Zbandonment.: 1968

Camrents: This line terminates in downtown Ocala. Tt could help provide
alternative transportation access to Ocala fram surrounding
suburban areas.

leesburg to Tavares

Map Reference No: I-9

Location: Counties: Lake
Cities: Leesburg, Tavares

Approximate Length: 10.1 miles

Estimated Acreage: 122

Date of Abandonment: 1983

Caments: This line could provide a scenic recreational trail along the
northern shore of Lake Harris.

Leesburg to Howey-in-the-Hills

Map Reference No: I-10
Location: Counties: Lake
Citlies: ILeesburg, Howey-in-the-Hills
Approximate Length: 14.5 miles
Estimated Acreage: 176
Date of Abandorment: Abandorment pending
Coaments: This line adjoins a mmber of cther abandconed lines in the

vicinity and could contribute toward a regional network of
recreat%’.onal trails. =

13



CATEGORY I LINES -~ "AVAIIARIE" (continued)

Sorrento to Sylvan Lake

Map Reference No: I-11

Iocation: Counties: Iake, Seminole

Approximate Length: 12.6 miles

Estimated Acreage: 153

Date of Abandorment: 1980

Caments: This line crosses the Wekiva River Aquatic Preserve and
terminates in the Sanford area. It passes through an area
that is considered to be a "missing link" in the Florida Trail.

Sanford to Forest City

Map Reference No:  I-12
Location: Counties: Seminole
Cities: Iake Mary, Altamonte Sprirngs
Approximate Length: 10.4 miles
Estimated Acreage: 127
Date of Abandomment: 1984
Camrents: This line connects with the Sorrento to Sylvan Lake line.

Elfers to Chemical

Map Reference No:  I-13
location: Counties: Pasco, Pinellas
Cities: Tarpon Springs
Approximate Length 6.3 miles
Estimated Acreage: 76
Date of Abandonment: BAoandonment pending
Caments: This line travels through a highly wurbanized area. The line
could help meet transportation needs in this area.

14



CATEGORY I LINES — "AVAITABRLE" (continued)

Tarpon Springs to Clearwater

Map Reference No: I-14
Location: Counties: Pinellas
Cities: Tarpon Springs, Dunedin, Clearwater

Approximate Length: 13.2 miles

Estimated Acreage: 160

Date of Abandomment: Abandorment pending

Camments: Much of this line runs parallel to Alternate U.S. Highway 19.
It spans a nunber of creeks which could provide recreational
access to the Gulf of Mexico. The line could also help meet
a variety of transportation needs.

Cane to Duda

Map Reference No:  I-15

Location: Counties: Palm Beach

Approximate Length: 5.9 miles

Estimated Acreage: 72

Date of Abandomment: 1979

Caments: This line could provide recreational access to the North New
River Canal.

15



CATEGORY II LINES — "MOSTLY AVAILARLE"

Keuka to Palatka

Map Reference No:  II-l.1l, II-1.2

location: Counties: Putnam
Cities: Interlachen, Palatka

Approximate ILength: 16.4 miles

Estimated Acreage: 199

Date of Abandonment: 1984

Comrents: Portions of this line run adjacent to State Road 20. The line
crosses a number of creeks and streams. The line consists of
two segments, as follows:

SBD
Map Approximate Ownership
Segrent Nuber ILength (miles) Status
Keuka to Interlachen II-1.1 2.0 Sold
Interlachen to Palatka II-1.2 14.4 Mostly available

Mascotte to Winter Garden

Map Reference No: II-2.1, II-2.2

Location: Counties: Lake, Orange
Cities: Mascotte, Groveland, Clermont, Minneola, Oakland,

Winter Garden

Approximate Length: 20.8 miles

Estimated Acreage: 253

Date of Abandonment: 1977-1984

Caments: This line skirts a mumber of scenic lakes and ponds and adjoins
other abandoned rail lines. The line consists of two segments,
as follows: '

SBD
Map Approximate Ownership
Segment. Nurber lLerngth (miles) Status
Mascotte to Groveland I1-2.1 1.5 Sold
Groveland to Winter Garden II-2.2 19.3 Available

16
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CATEGORY II LINES —— "MOSTLY AVAILABLE" (continued}

Bartow to West Lake Wales

Map Reference No:  II-3

location: Counties: Polk
Cities: Bartow

Approximate Length: 12.8 miles

Estimated Acreage: 155

Date of Foardonment: 1982

Coamments: This line crosses the Peace River east of Bartow. It commects
with the Lake Alfred to Penbroke line.

Durant to Willow

Map Reference No: IT-4

Location: Gounties: Hillsborough, Manatee

Approximate Length: 20.5 miles

Estimated Acreage: 249

Date of Abandonment: 1984

Coments: The line crosses the Alafia and Little Manatee Rivers, as well
as rumerous smaller creeks.

17



CATEGORY III LINES —— “MOSTLY SOLD"

Bell to Buda

Map Reference No: I1II-1

Iocation: Counties: Gilchrist, Alachua

Cities: Bell
Approximate Length: 15.9 miles
Estimated Acreage: 194
Date of Abardoment: 1984

Comments: . This line crosses Waccasassa Flats.

High Springs to Burnetts lLake

Map Reference No: II1-2

Location: Counties: Alachua
Cities:

Approximate Length: 8.8 miles

Estimated Acreage: 107

Date of Abardorment: 1970

High Springs, Alachua

Camments: Portions of this line parallel U.S. Highway 441.

Archer to Airbase

Map Reference No:
Location: Counties: Alachua
Cities:
Approximate Length: 20.8 miles
Estimated Acreage: 252

Date of Abandomment: 1969-1985

III"3 L) 1 r III_3 - 2

Archer, Gainesville

Camments: This line parallels State Road 24 and borders the Gainesville

Muinicipal Airport.
follows:

Segment.

Archer to Gainesville
Gainesville to Airbase

The line consists of two segments, as

SBD
Map Approximate Ownership
Nurber Length (miles) Status
III-3.1 15.2 Sold
III-3.2 5.6 Available

18



CATEGORY III LINES = "MOSTLY SOLD" (contirued)

Rochelle to Lowell

Map Reference No: I11-4.1, III-4.2

Location: Oounties: Alachua, Marion
Cities: McIntosh, Reddick

Approximate Length: 18.6 miles

Estimated Acreage: 225

Date of Abandamment: 1984

Camments: This line comnects with the Gainesville to Hawthorne line. It
passes through lLochloosa Wildlife Management Area and parallels
a portion of Orange lLake (a fish management area administered
by the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission). The
line consists of two segments, as follows:

SBD
Map Approximate Ownership
Segment Nurber Length (miles) Status
Rochelle to Micanopy I1I1-4.1 5.2 Available
Junction
Micanopy Junction IT1-4.2 13.4 Mostly sold
to Lowell

Ocala To Juliette

Map Reference No: IIT-5

Iocation: Counties: Marion
Cities: Ccala

Approximate Length: 18.8 miles

Estimated Acreage: 228

Date of Xbardonment: 1964

Caments: This line connects with the lake Stafford to Archer line. It
could link Ccala to a network of abandoned rail lines.

Candler to leesburg

Map Reference No: III-6

ILocation: Counties: Marion, Lake
Cities: Lady lake, Fruitland Park, ILeesburg

Approximate Length: 19.6 miles

Estimated Acreage: 238

Date of Rbandorment: 1979

Caments: This line joins a mumber of abandoned rail lines at its terminus
at Leesburg. With a potential access to Lake Weir, and its
proximity to Lake Griffin State Park, portions of this line
could expand water-based recreation cpportunities.

19



CATEGORY III LINES ~- "MOSTLY SOLD" (continued)

Leeshurg to Altoona

Map Reference No: ITI-7.1, 1I1-7.2
Location: (hunties: Lake
Cities: ILeesburg, Eustis, Umatilla
Approximate Length: 21.3 miles
Estimated Acreage: 258
Date of Abandorment: 1970

Camrents: This line mearders through the heart of Central Florida's lake
country. It could enhance water-based recreaticnal activities,
and could provide hiking or bicycle riding trails needed within

this region. The line consists of two segments, as follows:

SBD
Map Approximate OCwnership
Segment. Number ILength (miles) Status
Leesburg to Fort Mason II1-7.1 14.3 Mostly sold
Fort Mason to Altoona I11-7.2 7.0 Sold

Black Hammock Spur to Oviedo

Map Reference No: IT1-8

Location: Counties: Seminole
Cities: Winter Springs

Approximate Length: 7.9 miles

Estimated Acreage: 58

Date of 2bandorment: 1970

Camments: A portion of this line parallels State Road 419. The line
extends eastward fram Winter Springs to the outlying areas
near Oviedo.

Ellsworth Junction to Winter Garden

Map Reference No: III-9
Location: (unties: Lake, Crange
Cities: BApopka, Winter Garden
Approximate Length: 27.2 miles
Estimated Acreage: 330
Date of Abarndomment: 1970-1983

Coaments: This line, vhen carbined with the adjoining Ellsworth to Ocoee

line, could create a loop suitable for trail uses.

20
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CATEGORY III LINES — "MOSTLY SOLD" (continued)

Elisworth Junction to Ocoee

Map Reference No:  III-10

Location: Counties: Lake, Crarge
Cities: Astatula, Monteverde, Oekland, Winter Garden, Ocoee

Approximate Length: 28.0 miles

Estimated Acreage: 339

Date of Zbandorment: 1983

Camrents: This line meanders around Lake Apopka ard could provide access
to the lake for water-based recreation. The line adjoins
several other abandonments.

Ocoee to Doctor Phillips

Map Reference No: I11-11

Location: (unties: Orange
Cities: Ocoee, Wirdermere

Approximate Length: 10.3 miles

Estimated Acreage: 125

Date of Abandomment: 1983 :

Camrents: This line could provide recreational access to a muber of
lakes and ponds.

Winter Park to Alama

Map Reference No: I11-12

Location: Counties: Crange
Cities: Crlando, Winter Park

Approximate Length: 3.9 miles

Estimated Acreage: 47

Date of Abandonment: 1970

Camments: This is a relatively short line located in a highly wrbanized
area. It could provide recreational access to the rumerous
lakes and pords it passes.

21



CATEGORY III LINES — "MOSTLY SOLD" (continued)

Brooksville to Ckahumpka

Map Reference No: III-13
Iocation: ounties: Bernando, Sumter, Lake
Cities: Brocksville, Webster, Center Hill
Approximate Length: 32.9 miles
Estimated Acreage: 399
Date of Abandonment: 1978

Camments: A portion of this line lies within Withlacoochee State Forest.

The line crosses the Withlacoochee River south of Nobleton.

Mabel to Tarpon Springs

Map Reference No: I11-14.1, III-14.2

lLocation: Counties: Sunter, Hernando, Pasco, Pinellas
Cities: St. leo, San Antonio, Tarpon Springs

Approximate Length: 60.4 miles

Estimated Acreage: 732

Date of Abarndorment: 1984 (a portion is pending abandorment)

Comments: This line crosses the Withlacoochee River. It also spans Salt

Lake, which provides access to the Anclote River. A portion
of the line is located within Withlacoochee State Forest.
consists of two segments, as follows:

SBD
Map Approximate Ownership
Segment. Nutber lLength (miles) Status
Mabel to San Antonio ITI-14.1 24.5 Mostly sold
San Antonio to Tarpon III-14.2 35.9 Mostly sold

Springs

Owensboro to Thonotosassa

Map Reference No: III-15.1, ITI-15.2

ILocation: Counties: Pasco, Hillsborough
Cities: Dade City, Zephyrhills

Approximate Length: 27.7 miles

Estimated Acreage: 336

Date of Avandomment: 1968-1976

Comments: Mach of this line parallels U.S. Highway 30l. Fortions
border Hillsborough River State Park. It spans a rumber of
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CATEGORY III LINES ~- "MOSTLY SOLD" (contirmed)

creeks and rivers amd could provide access to the Hillsborough
River. The line consists of two segments, as follows:

SED
Map Moproximate Ownership
Segment Murber Length (miles) Status
Owensboro to Zephyrhills  ITI-15.1 14.0 Mostly sold
Zephyrhills to I11-15.2 13.7 Sold

Thonotosassa

Lake Alfred to Pembrcke

Map Reference MNo:  III-16.1, III-16.2, III-16.3

Location: Counties: Polk
Cities: Iake Alfred, Winter Haven, Eagle lake, Bartow

Approximate Length: 25.4 miles

Estimated Acreage: 308

Date of Rbandonment: 1970-1983

Camrents: This line parallels U.S. Highway 17. It could provide
recreational access to the Peace River. The line consists of
three segments, as follows:

SBD
Map Approximate Ownership
Segment NMurber ILength (miles) Status
Lake Alfred to Winter III~16.1 3.5 Sold
Raven
Winter Haven to Bartow ITI-16.2 14.2 Mostly sold
Bartow to Pembroke I1I-16.3 7.7 Mostly available

Tancrede to Ridgewood Spur

Map Reference No: I1I-17
Location: Counties: Polk
Approximate Length: 5.6 miles
Estimated Acreage: 68
* Date of Apandorment: 1982
Camrents: This line once served a phosphate mining operation. A portion
of the line extends into suburban Lakeland.
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CATEGORY III LINES —— "MOSTLY SOLD" {(continued)

Haines City to Sebring

Map Reference No:  III-18.1, III-18.2, III-18.3
Location: Qounties: Polk, Highlands
Cities: Haines City, Lake Hamilton, Dundee, lake Wales,
Highland Park, Hillcrest Heights, Frostproof,
Avon Park, Sebring
Approximate Length: 46.9 miles
Estimated Acreage: 569
Date of AZbandomment: 1969-1983
Caments: This line passes through a muber of urban areas. It could provide
recreational access to numerous lakes arnd ponds, and could meet
a variety of transportation needs. The line consists of three
segments, as follows:

SBD
Map Approximate Ownership
Segment Nurber Length (miles) Status
Haines City to Lake Wales III-18.1 15.2 Mostly available
Lake Wales to Frostproof  I1I-18.2 13.0 Mostly sold
Frostproof to Sebring III-18.3 18.7 Sold

Fruitville to Belspur

Map Reference No:  III-19

Location: (ounties: Sarasota
Cities: Sarasota

Approximate Length: 3.1 miles

Estimated Acreage: 38

Date of Abardonment: 1980

Camments: This relatively short line could serve as a recreational trail
on the outskirts of Sarasota.

Wauchula to Boca Grande

Map Reference No: I11-20.1, II1-20.2, III-20.3

Location: Counties: Hardee, DeSoto, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee
Cities: Zolfo Springs, Arcadia, North Port

Approximate Length: 68.4 miles

Estimated Acreage: 829

Date of Roandorment: 1978-1984

24




CATEGORY III LINES —- "MOSTLY SOLD" (contirued)

Camrents: This line could support many water-based recreation activities
where it crosses the Peace and Myakka Rivers and Gasparilla
Sound. Portions of the line parallel U.S. Highway 17. The
line consists of three segments, as follows:

SBD
Map Approximate Ownership
Segment. NMumber Iength (miles) Status
Wauchula to Arcadia IT1-20.1 21.5 Available
Arcadia to DeSoto/ I11-20.2 18.2 Mostly sold
Sarascta Co. Line
DeSoto/Sarasota Co. 111-20.3 28.7 Sold

Line to Boca Grande

Harrisburg to Everglades City

Map Reference Fo: IIT-21.1, III-21.2

Iocation: Counties: Glades, Hendry, Collier
Cities: Everglades

Approximate Length: 75.5 miles

Estimated Acreage: 915

Date of Avandorment: 1982-1984

Camments: Mich of this line parallels State Road 29. A portion of it
passes through the southeast corner of Fakahatchee Strand State
Preserve. The line could provide access to the Caloosahatchee
River and the Chokoloskee Bay. It consists of two segments,

as follows:
SBD
Map Approximate Ownership
Segment. Nurber length (miles) Status
Harrisburg to Immokalee I11-21.1 36.3 Mostly sold
Immokalee to Everglades IT1-21.2 39.2 Mostly sold
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Monticello to Drifton

Map Reference No: v-1

Location: Counties: Jefferson
Cities: Monticello

Bpproximate Length: 4.5 miles

Estimated Acreage: 55

Date of Zbandomment: 1982

Caments: This line links a predaminantly agricultural area with the
City of Monticello.

Lake Stafford to Archer

Map Reference No: v-2.1, Iv-2.2, Iv-2,3, IV-2.4

Location: Counties: Hernando, Citrus, Marion, Levy, Alachua
Cities: Inverness, Dunnellon, Williston, Archer

Approximate Length: 73.5 miles

Estimated Acreage: 891

Date of Abandorment: 1969-1984

Camrents: This line connects the Archer to Airbase line to the Ocala
to Juliette line. The line skirts the Rainbow River and could
provide recreational access to the Withlacoochee River at
Dunnellon. A portion of the right-of-way lies within
Withlacoochee State Forest. The line consists of four
segments, as follows:

SBD
Map Approximate Ownership
Segment. Nurber lLength (miles) Status
Lake Stafford to Dunnellon IV-2.1 32.1 Sold
Dunnellion to Montbrock v-2.2 24.2 Sold
Montbrook to Williston w-2.3 5.9 Sold
Williston to Archer Iv-2.4 11.3 s0ld

Red Level Junction to Cutlers

Map Reference No: -3
Location: Counties: Citrus
Cities: Crystal River
Approximate Length: 7.4 miles
Estimated Acreage: 90
Date of Abandorment: 1977
Camrents: A portion of this line lies adjacent to U.S. Highway 19/98.
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CATHGORY IV LINES —— "SOLD" (continued)

Deland

Map Reference Nos v-4
Location: Counties: Volusia
Cities: Deland
Approximate Length: 1.5 miles
Estimated Acreage: 18
Date of Abapdorment: 1976
Caments: This is a relatively short line located within an urban area.

Benson Junction to Enterprise

Map Reference No: Iv-5

Location: Counties: Volusia

Approximate Length: 4.8 miles

Estimated Acreage: 59

Cate of Abandomment: 1974

Camrents: This line lies within the cammunities of DeBary and Deltona.

Sanford to Beck Hammock

Map Reference No: V-6

Location: Counties: Seminole
Cities: Sanford

Approximate Length: 3.6 miles

Estimated Acreage: 44

Date of Abandcrment: 1984

Caments: This line is located in the rapidly growing Central Florida
area.

Chemical to Tarpon Junction

Map Reference No:  IV-7

Iocation: Counties: Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco
Cities: Tarpon Springs

Approximate Length: 24.3 miles

Estimated Acreage: 295

Date of Abandonment: 1971 :

Camments: This line crosses the Anclote River and passes near a series
of lakes in northwest Hillsborough County.
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CATEGORY IV LINES -— "SOLD" (continued)

Vanderbilt to Naples

Map Reference No: V-8

Location: Counties: Collier
Cities: [Naples

Approximate lLength: 8.8 miles

Estimated Acreage: 107

Date of Abarndonment: 1980

Comrents: Mach of this line parallels County Road 851 and is located
in a highly wbanized area.
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