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Can Marshall asphalt mixes be used on off-
system Local Agency Program projects? 

Purpose:  To provide guidance and history for specifying the use of Marshall asphalt mixes in 
Local Agency specifications packages prepared for off-system (not on the State Highway 
System) projects. 

 

Details:  While FDOT will allow the use of Marshall asphalt mixes on projects that are not on the 
State Highway System, it is the Department’s recommendation to use Superpave mixes as 
defined in Local Agency Program (LAP) Specification Section 334.  If the Local Agency opts to 
use the older versions of the Department’s Specifications* in lieu of LAP Specification Section 
334, the testing and acceptance procedures must be redefined by the Local Agency as well as 
any other references to align with current requirements. 

FDOT adopted the Superpave mix design system because it provides greater flexibility to have 
stronger mixes used in high traffic volume conditions (interstates, state roads, etc.) and more 
durability when placed on lower volume roadways.  Since the adoption of the Superpave system, 
the hot mix asphalt industry in Florida is primarily geared toward supplying (and designing and 
testing**) Superpave mixes.  Using one mix design system between FDOT and Local Agencies 
provides a commonality for testing and analysis when used by both the Department and Local 
Agencies.  The Superpave mix design system has five traffic levels ranging from Traffic Level A 
(low volume collector) to Traffic Level E (high volume interstate).  These five traffic levels provide 
adequate flexibility to allow Superpave mixes to be economically equivalent to Marshall asphalt 
mixes, provided the appropriate traffic level is specified in the contract documents. 

* Archived Specifications for Local Agency Use >Asphalt Specifications 

** Contractor Quality Control (CQC)  [LAP Specifications Section 334 provides for testing 
processes that do not specify the CQC method to better accommodate the Local Agency’s 
testing means.] 

 

References:  Local Agency Program Specifications Section 334, Hot Mix Asphalt for LAP (Off-
System); FDOT Specifications Section 105 (Contractor Quality Control); FDOT Specifications 
Section 334 (Superpave Asphalt Concrete) 

*** Check for updates to the FDOT Specifications > Supplemental Specifications *** 

Exceptions:  N/A 
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