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Florida Department of Transportation

RICK SCOTT 605 Suwannee Street ANANTH PRASAD, P.E.
GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 SECRETARY

December 4, 2013

Chad Thompson

Programs Operations Engineer
Federal Highway Administration
545 John Knox Road, Suite 200
Tallahassee, Florida 32303

Re:  State Specifications and Estimates Office
Section 455
Proposed Specification: 4550517DB Structures Foundations.

Dear Mr. Thompson:

We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental
Specification.

These changes were proposed by Juan Castellanos of the State Construction Office to update the
DB specifications for consistency with the Standard Specifications and to clarify pile inspection
and recording activities.

Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent
via email to SP965DS or daniel.scheer@dot.state.fl.us.

If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at 414-4130.

Sincerely,

Daniel Scheer, P.E.
State Specifications Engineer

DS/cah

Attachment

cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc.
State Construction Engineer



4550517DB.D01
Use when Geotechnical Services
are required for the project.

STRUCTURES FOUNDATIONS.
(REV 10-18-1311-8-13)

SUBARTICLE 455-5.17 is deleted and the following substituted:

455-5.17 Recording: Inspect and record all the pile installation activities,
including but not limited to handling, jetting, predrilling, preforming and drivingdriving
information on the Department’s Pile Driving Record form. Keep a pile driving log for
each pile installed whether it is, or is not, instrumented. Within one working day after
completing the installation of a pile, submit the Pile Driving Record to the Engineer.

SUBARTICLE 455-15.8.3 is deleted and the following substituted:

455-15.8.3 Fluid In Excavation At Time Of Concrete Placement:
When any fluid is present in any drilled shaft excavation, including shafts to support
miscellaneous structures, the applicable test methods and reporting requirements
described in 455-15.8.1 apply to tests of fluid in the shaft prior to placing the concrete.

Take samples of the fluid in the shaft from within 1 inch of the
base of the shaft and at intervals not exceeding 430 feet up the shaft, using an approved
sampling tool designed to sample over a depth range of 12 inches or less. Take whatever
action is necessary prior to placing the concrete to bring the fluid within the specification
and reporting requirements, outlined in the tables in 455-15.8.1, except as follows:

The Engineer will not require tests for pH, viscosity or minimum
density when slurry has not been introduced into the shaft excavation.

When using polymer slurry to support the excavation for drilled
shafts installed to support mast arms, cantilever signs, overhead truss signs, high mast
light poles or other miscellaneous structures, take whatever action is necessary prior to
placing the concrete to bring the properties of the fluid within the ranges in 455-15.8.2.

Provide a CTQP qualified drilled shaft inspector to perform
testing. The Department may also perform comparison tests. Provide equipment for such
comparison tests when requested by the Engineer.



4550517DB.D01
Use when Geotechnical Services
are required for the project.
STRUCTURES FOUNDATIONS.

(REV 11-8-13)
SUBARTICLE 455-5.17 is deleted and the following substituted:

455-5.17 Recording: Inspect and record all the pile installation activities,
including but not limited to handling, jetting, predrilling, preforming and driving on the
Department’s Pile Driving Record form. Keep a pile driving log for each pile installed
whether it is, or is not, instrumented. Within one working day after completing the
installation of a pile, submit the Pile Driving Record to the Engineer.

SUBARTICLE 455-15.8.3 is deleted and the following substituted:

455-15.8.3 Fluid In Excavation At Time Of Concrete Placement:
When any fluid is present in any drilled shaft excavation, including shafts to support
miscellaneous structures, the applicable test methods and reporting requirements
described in 455-15.8.1 apply to tests of fluid in the shaft prior to placing the concrete.

Take samples of the fluid in the shaft from within 1 inch of the
base of the shaft and at intervals not exceeding 30 feet up the shaft, using an approved
sampling tool designed to sample over a depth range of 12 inches or less. Take whatever
action is necessary prior to placing the concrete to bring the fluid within the specification
and reporting requirements, outlined in the tables in 455-15.8.1, except as follows:

The Engineer will not require tests for pH, viscosity or minimum
density when slurry has not been introduced into the shaft excavation.

When using polymer slurry to support the excavation for drilled
shafts installed to support mast arms, cantilever signs, overhead truss signs, high mast
light poles or other miscellaneous structures, take whatever action is necessary prior to
placing the concrete to bring the properties of the fluid within the ranges in 455-15.8.2.

Provide a CTQP qualified drilled shaft inspector to perform
testing. The Department may also perform comparison tests. Provide equipment for such
comparison tests when requested by the Engineer.



