
   

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

605 Suwannee Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0450

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E.
SECRETARY 

 
January 11, 2012 
 
Monica Gourdine 
Program Operations Engineer 
Federal Highway Administration 
545 John Knox Road, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303 
 
Re: Office of Design, Specifications 
 Section 570 
 Proposed Specification: 5700303 Performance Turf. 
 
Dear Ms. Gourdine: 
 
We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental 
Specification.  
 
These changes were proposed by Larry Ritchie of the State Construction Office to include the 
requirement that all excess or exposed sod netting is removed prior to turf establishment and to 
delete language related to pegging sod. 
 
Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent 
via email to SP965TT or trey.tillander@dot.state.fl.us. 
 
If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at 414-4140. 
 
      Sincerely, 
       
      Signature on file 
       
      V. Y. “Trey” Tillander, III, P.E. 
      State Specifications Engineer 
 
TT/dt 
Attachment 
cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc. 
 State Construction Engineer
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PERFORMANCE TURF. 

(REV 111-5611-1213) 

SUBARTICLE 570-3.3 (Pages 759 - 760) is deleted and the following 
substituted: 

 570-3.3 Sod: Place the sod on the prepared surface, with edges in close contact. 
Do not use sod which has been cut for more than 48 hours. 
  Place the sod to the edge of all landscape areas as shown in the Plans and 
as shown in the Design Standards. 
  Peg sod at locations where the sod may slide. Drive pegs through sod 
blocks into firm earth, flush with the sod soil surface, at intervals approved by the 
Engineer. The work and materials for pegging of sod as directed by the Engineer will be 
paid for as Unforeseeable Work.[Rudy1] 
  Place rolled sod parallel with the roadway and cut any exposed netting 
even with the sod edge. 
  Monitor placed sod for growth of pest plants and noxious weeds. If pest 
plants and/or noxious weeds manifest themselves within 30 days of placement of the sod 
during the months April through October, within 60 days of placement of the sod during 
the months of November through March treat affected areas by means acceptable to the 
Department at no expense to the Department. If pest plants and/or noxious weeds 
manifest themselves after the time frames described above from date of placement of sod, 
the Engineer, at his sole option, will determine if treatment is required and whether or not 
the Contractor will be compensated for such treatment. If compensation is provided, 
payment will be made as Unforeseeable Work as described in 4-4. 
  Remove and replace any sod as directed by the Engineer. 
 
 

ARTICLE 570-4 (Pages 761 - 762) is deleted and the following substituted: 

570-4 Turf Establishment. 
 Perform all work necessary, including watering and fertilizing, to sustain an 
established turf until final acceptance, at no additional expense to the Department. 
Provide the filling, leveling, and repairing of any washed or eroded areas, as may be 
necessary. 
 Established turf is defined as follows: 
  1. An Eestablished root system (leaf blades break before seedlings or sod 
can be pulled from the soil by hand). 
  2. No bare spots larger than one square foot. 
  3. No continuous streaks running perpendicular to the face of the slope. 
  4. No bare areas comprising more than 1% of any given 1,000 square foot 
area. 
  5. No deformation of the turf areas caused by mowing or other Contractor 
equipment. 
  6. No exposed sod netting.[Rudy2] 
  7. No pests or noxious weeds. 



5700303.D01 
All Jobs 

 Monitor turf areas and remove all competing vegetation, pest plants, and noxious 
weeds (as listed by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council, Category I “List of Invasive 
Species”, Current Edition, http://www.fleppc.org). Remove such vegetation regularly by 
manual, mechanical, or chemical control means, as necessary. When selecting herbicides, 
pay particular attention to ensure use of chemicals that will not harm desired turf or 
wildflower species. Use herbicides in accordance with 7-1.7. 
 If at the time that all other work on the project is completed, but all turf areas have 
not met the requirements for established turf set forth in 570-4, continuously maintain all 
turf areas until the requirements for established turf set forth in 570-4 have been met. 
 During the entire establishment period and until turf is established in accordance 
with this specification, continue inspection and maintenance of erosion and sedimentation 
control items in accordance with Section 104. Take responsibility for the proper removal 
and disposal of all erosion and sedimentation control items after turf has been established. 
 Notify the Engineer, with a minimum of seven calendar days advance notice, to 
conduct inspections of the turf at approximate 90-day intervals during the establishment 
period to determine establishment. Results of such inspections will be made available to 
the Contractor within seven calendar days of the date of inspection. Determination of an 
established turf will be based on the entire project and not in sections. 
 Upon the determination by the Engineer that the requirements of 570-4 have been 
met and an established turf has been achieved and all erosion and sedimentation control 
items have been removed, the Engineer will release the Contractor from any further 
responsibility provided for in this Specification. 
 The Contractor’s establishment obligations of this specification will not apply to 
deficiencies due to the following factors, if found by the Engineer to be beyond the 
control of the Contractor, his subcontractors, vendors or suppliers: 
  a. Determination that the deficiency was due to the failure of other 
features of the Contract. 
  b. Determination that the deficiency was the responsibility of a third party 
performing work not included in the Contract or its actions. 
 The Department will only pay for replanting as necessary due to factors 
determined by the Department to be beyond the control of the Contractor. 
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PERFORMANCE TURF. 

(REV 1-11-13) 

SUBARTICLE 570-3.3 (Pages 759 - 760) is deleted and the following 
substituted: 

 570-3.3 Sod: Place the sod on the prepared surface, with edges in close contact. 
Do not use sod which has been cut for more than 48 hours. 
  Place the sod to the edge of all landscape areas as shown in the Plans and 
as shown in the Design Standards. 
[Rudy3]  Place rolled sod parallel with the roadway and cut any exposed netting 
even with the sod edge. 
  Monitor placed sod for growth of pest plants and noxious weeds. If pest 
plants and/or noxious weeds manifest themselves within 30 days of placement of the sod 
during the months April through October, within 60 days of placement of the sod during 
the months of November through March treat affected areas by means acceptable to the 
Department at no expense to the Department. If pest plants and/or noxious weeds 
manifest themselves after the time frames described above from date of placement of sod, 
the Engineer, at his sole option, will determine if treatment is required and whether or not 
the Contractor will be compensated for such treatment. If compensation is provided, 
payment will be made as Unforeseeable Work as described in 4-4. 
  Remove and replace any sod as directed by the Engineer. 
 
 

ARTICLE 570-4 (Pages 761 - 762) is deleted and the following substituted: 

570-4 Turf Establishment. 
 Perform all work necessary, including watering and fertilizing, to sustain an 
established turf until final acceptance, at no additional expense to the Department. 
Provide the filling, leveling, and repairing of any washed or eroded areas, as may be 
necessary. 
 Established turf is defined as follows: 
  1. An established root system (leaf blades break before seedlings or sod 
can be pulled from the soil by hand). 
  2. No bare spots larger than one square foot. 
  3. No continuous streaks running perpendicular to the face of the slope. 
  4. No bare areas comprising more than 1% of any given 1,000 square foot 
area. 
  5. No deformation of the turf areas caused by mowing or other Contractor 
equipment. 
  6. No exposed sod netting.[Rudy4] 
  7. No pests or noxious weeds. 
 Monitor turf areas and remove all competing vegetation, pest plants, and noxious 
weeds (as listed by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council, Category I “List of Invasive 
Species”, Current Edition, http://www.fleppc.org). Remove such vegetation regularly by 
manual, mechanical, or chemical control means, as necessary. When selecting herbicides, 
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pay particular attention to ensure use of chemicals that will not harm desired turf or 
wildflower species. Use herbicides in accordance with 7-1.7. 
 If at the time that all other work on the project is completed, but all turf areas have 
not met the requirements for established turf set forth in 570-4, continuously maintain all 
turf areas until the requirements for established turf set forth in 570-4 have been met. 
 During the entire establishment period and until turf is established in accordance 
with this specification, continue inspection and maintenance of erosion and sedimentation 
control items in accordance with Section 104. Take responsibility for the proper removal 
and disposal of all erosion and sedimentation control items after turf has been established. 
 Notify the Engineer, with a minimum of seven calendar days advance notice, to 
conduct inspections of the turf at approximate 90-day intervals during the establishment 
period to determine establishment. Results of such inspections will be made available to 
the Contractor within seven calendar days of the date of inspection. Determination of an 
established turf will be based on the entire project and not in sections. 
 Upon the determination by the Engineer that the requirements of 570-4 have been 
met and an established turf has been achieved and all erosion and sedimentation control 
items have been removed, the Engineer will release the Contractor from any further 
responsibility provided for in this Specification. 
 The Contractor’s establishment obligations of this specification will not apply to 
deficiencies due to the following factors, if found by the Engineer to be beyond the 
control of the Contractor, his subcontractors, vendors or suppliers: 
  a. Determination that the deficiency was due to the failure of other 
features of the Contract. 
  b. Determination that the deficiency was the responsibility of a third party 
performing work not included in the Contract or its actions. 
 The Department will only pay for replanting as necessary due to factors 
determined by the Department to be beyond the control of the Contractor. 
 
 


