
  

 

 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 

GOVERNOR 
605 Suwannee Street 

Tallahassee, FL  32399-0450 
ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 

SECRETARY 

 

January 15, 2013 

 

Monica Gourdine 

Program Operations Engineer 

Federal Highway Administration 

545 John Knox Road, Suite 200 

Tallahassee, Florida 32303 

 

Re: Office of Design, Specifications 

 Section 125 

 Proposed Specification: 1250801 Excavation For Structures and Pipe. 

 

Dear Ms. Gourdine: 

 

We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental 

Specification.  

 

These changes were proposed by Rudy Powell, of the State Construction Office, because the 

minimum QC density requirements are different for different pipe types. The proposed changes 

make the QC density requirements the same for a given minimum cover height. 

 

Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent 

via email to SP965TT or trey.tillander@dot.state.fl.us. 

 

If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at 414-4140. 

 

      Sincerely, 

       

       

       

      V. Y. “Trey” Tillander, III, P.E. 

      State Specifications Engineer 

 

TT/cah 

Attachment 

cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc. 

 State Construction Engineer



1250801 

All Jobs 

EXCAVATION FOR STRUCTURES AND PIPE. 

(REV 12-3-12) 

SUBARTICLE 125-8.1.1 (Pages 179 – 180) is deleted and the following 

substituted: 

  125-8.1.1 General: Backfill in the dry whenever normal dewatering 

equipment and methods can accomplish the needed dewatering. A LOT is defined as one 

lift of backfill material placement, not to exceed 500 feet in length or a single run of pipe 

connecting two successive structures, whichever is less. Backfill for structures and plastic 

or metal pipe compacted in one operation will be considered as oneseparate LOTs within 

the cover zone. Backfill around structures compacted separately from the pipe will be 

considered as separate LOTs. Backfill on each side of the pipe for the first lift will be 

considered a separate LOT. Backfill on opposite sides of the pipe for the remaining lifts 

will be considered separate LOTs, unless the same compactive effort is applied. Same 

compactive effort is defined as the same type of equipment (make and model) making the 

same number of passes on both sides of the pipe. For multiple phase backfill, a LOT shall 

not extend beyond the limits of the phase. 

   When placing backfill within trench box each lift of backfill is 

considered a LOT. Placement of backfill within trench box limits will be considered a 

complete operation before trench box is moved for next backfill operation. When the 

trench box is moved for next backfill operation this will start new LOTs for each lift. 

Follow the density testing frequency in 125-9.3.1. 

 

 

SUBARTICLE 125-9.2.1 (Pages 183) is deleted and the following substituted: 

  125-9.2.1 Density: Obtain a minimum QC density in any LOT of 100% of 

the Standard Proctor maximum density as determined by AASHTO T99, Method C, or 

the requirements of 125-8.3.3.1 when applicable. For metal and plastic pipe,When the 

cover height below the bottom of base under asphalt pavement, below concrete pavement, 

or below unpaved ground, exceeds 15 inches, compact the pipe backfill in the cover zone 

to a density of at least 95% of the Standard Proctor maximum density as determined by 

AASHTO T99, Method C. 

   For density requirements around drainage structures, obtain a 

minimum Quality Control (QC) density in any LOT of 100% of the Standard Proctor 

maximum density as determined by AASHTO T99 for a distance of one pipe diameter but 

not less than 3 feet from the outside face of the structure. 
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EXCAVATION FOR STRUCTURES AND PIPE. 

(REV 12-3-12) 

SUBARTICLE 125-8.1.1 (Pages 179 – 180) is deleted and the following 

substituted: 

  125-8.1.1 General: Backfill in the dry whenever normal dewatering 

equipment and methods can accomplish the needed dewatering. A LOT is defined as one 

lift of backfill material placement, not to exceed 500 feet in length or a single run of pipe 

connecting two successive structures, whichever is less. Backfill for structures and pipe 

compacted in one operation will be considered as one LOT within the cover zone. 

Backfill around structures compacted separately from the pipe will be considered as 

separate LOTs. Backfill on each side of the pipe for the first lift will be considered a 

separate LOT. Backfill on opposite sides of the pipe for the remaining lifts will be 

considered separate LOTs, unless the same compactive effort is applied. Same 

compactive effort is defined as the same type of equipment (make and model) making the 

same number of passes on both sides of the pipe. For multiple phase backfill, a LOT shall 

not extend beyond the limits of the phase. 

   When placing backfill within trench box each lift of backfill is 

considered a LOT. Placement of backfill within trench box limits will be considered a 

complete operation before trench box is moved for next backfill operation. When the 

trench box is moved for next backfill operation this will start new LOTs for each lift. 

Follow the density testing frequency in 125-9.3.1. 

 

 

SUBARTICLE 125-9.2.1 (Pages 183) is deleted and the following substituted: 

  125-9.2.1 Density: Obtain a minimum QC density in any LOT of 100% of 

the Standard Proctor maximum density as determined by AASHTO T99, Method C, or 

the requirements of 125-8.3.3.1 when applicable. When the cover height below the 

bottom of base under asphalt pavement, below concrete pavement, or below unpaved 

ground, exceeds 15 inches, compact the pipe backfill to a density of at least 95% of the 

Standard Proctor maximum density as determined by AASHTO T99, Method C. 

   For density requirements around drainage structures, obtain a 

minimum Quality Control (QC) density in any LOT of 100% of the Standard Proctor 

maximum density as determined by AASHTO T99 for a distance of one pipe diameter 

but not less than 3 feet from the outside face of the structure. 

 

 


