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Florida Department of Transportation
CHARLIE CRIST 605 Suwannee Street STEPHANIE KOPELOUSOS
GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL 323990450 SECRETARY

September 24, 2009

Monica Gourdine

Program Operations Engineer
Federal Highway Administration
545 John Knox Road, Suite 200
Tallahassee, Florida 32303

Re:  Office of Design, Specifications
Section 443
Proposed Specification: 4430203 French Drains

Dear Ms. Gourdine:

We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental
Specification.

These changes were proposed by Linda Seigle of the State Roadway Design Office to clarify the
definition of select fill by including the appropriate specification sections for material in 443-2.3
and to remove duplicated text in 443-5.

Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent
via Email to ST986RP or rudy.powell@dot.state.fl.us.

If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call Rudy Powell, State
Specifications Engineer at 414-4280.

Sincerely,

Rudy Powell, Jr., P.E£
State Specification€ Engineer

RP/dt

Attachment

VR Gregory Jones, Chief Civil Litigation
Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc.
State Construction Engineer



4430203.D01
All Jobs

FRENCH DRAINS.
(REV 97-242117-0)

SUBARTICLE 443-2.3 (Page 464) is deleted and the following substituted:

443-2.3 Select Fill: Use select fill-unless-otherwise-called-for-consisting-ofwel-
graded-timerock-or-limerock-and-sand-filk: mMeeting the requirements of either Section
911, 913, 913A or 915 é&ed—eMH—hawnge—hgh—erepe;ﬂen—ef—s&nd—wm—net—be

ARTICLE 443-5 (Page 464) is deleted and the following substituted:

443-5 Placmg Coarse Aggregate and Backfllllng

and without disturbing the pipe, carefully place the coarse aggregate-witheut-disturbing
the-pipe; around the pipe to a depth shown in the plans. Fold the filter fabric over the

coarse aggregate. Backfill and compact as described below.

443-5.1 French Drains Under Pavement: Fill the area above the coarse
aggregate with select fill material meeting the requirements of this Section. Place and
compact the select fill according to the requirements for pipe as specified in Section 125.
The Department will allow use of additional coarse aggregate over the top of the pipe
instead of select fill material. In this case, the filter fabric shall be extended to wrap the
additional course aggregate. Tthe top of the coarse aggregate shall not be higher than the
bottom of the base, unless shown in the plans. The Department will not pay additional
costs associated with substituting coarse aggregate for select fill.

443-5.2 French Drains not Under Pavement: Fill and compact the area above
the coarse aggregate according to the requirements for pipe in Section 125, unless
specific procedures are described in the plans as specified in Section 125.



4430203.D01
All Jobs

FRENCH DRAINS.
(REV 9-24-09)

SUBARTICLE 443-2.3 (Page 464) is deleted and the following substituted:

443-2.3 Select Fill: Use select fill meeting the requirements of either Section 911,
913, 913A or 915.

ARTICLE 443-5 (Page 464) is deleted and the following substituted:

443-5 Placing Coarse Aggregate and Backfilling.

After placing the pipe and without disturbing the pipe, carefully place the coarse
aggregate around the pipe to a depth shown in the plans. Fold the filter fabric over the
coarse aggregate. Backfill and compact as described below.

443-5.1 French Drains Under Pavement: Fill the area above the coarse
aggregate with select fill material meeting the requirements of this Section. Place and
compact the select fill according to the requirements for pipe as specified in Section 125.
The Department will allow use of additional coarse aggregate over the top of the pipe
instead of select fill material. In this case, the filter fabric shall be extended to wrap the
additional course aggregate. The top of the coarse aggregate shall not be higher than the
bottom of the base, unless shown in the plans. The Department will not pay additional
costs associated with substituting coarse aggregate for select fill.

443-5.2 French Drains not Under Pavement: Fill and compact the area above
the coarse aggregate according to the requirements for pipe in Section 125, unless
specific procedures are described in the plans as specified in Section 125.





