
 

Florida Department of Transportation 
RICK SCOTT 
GOVERNOR 

605 Suwannee Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-0450 

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

 
March 24, 2014 
 
Chad Thompson 
Programs Operations Engineer 
Federal Highway Administration 
545 John Knox Road, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303 
 
Re: State Specifications and Estimates Office 
 Section 455 
 Proposed Specification: 4550502 Structures Foundations. 
 
Dear Mr. Thompson: 
 
We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of the above referenced Supplemental 
Specification.  
 
These changes were proposed by Juan Castellanos to correct the language regarding hydraulic 
hammers. These hammers need instrumentation and readout units that allow the application of a 
reliable energy. 
 
Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent 
via email to SP965DS or daniel.scheer@dot.state.fl.us. 
 
If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call me at 414-4130. 
 
      Sincerely, 
       
      Signature on file 
       
      Daniel Scheer, P.E. 
      State Specifications Engineer 
 
DS/cah 
Attachment 
cc: Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc. 
 State Construction Engineer



4550502.D01 
All Jobs 

STRUCTURES FOUNDATIONS. 

(REV 32-2511-14) 

SUBARTICLE 455-5.2.3 is deleted and the following substituted: 

  455-5.2.3 Hydraulic: Variable energy hydraulic hammers shall have at 
least three hydraulic control settings that provide for predictable energy or equivalent 
ram stroke control. The shortest stroke shall be a maximum of 2 feet for the driving of 
concrete piles. The remaining strokes shall include full stroke and approximately halfway 
between minimum and maximum stroke. 
   Determine the hammer energy according to the manufacturer’s 
recommendations.Supply hammer instrumentation with electronic read out, and control 
unit that allows the operator to read and adjust the hammer energy or equivalent ram 
stroke. When pressure measuring equipment is required to determine hammer energy, 
calibrate the pressure measuring equipmentgauges before use. 

 

 



4550502.D01 
All Jobs 

STRUCTURES FOUNDATIONS. 

(REV 3-25-14) 

SUBARTICLE 455-5.2.3 is deleted and the following substituted: 

  455-5.2.3 Hydraulic: Variable energy hydraulic hammers shall have at 
least three hydraulic control settings that provide for predictable energy or equivalent ram 
stroke. The shortest stroke shall be a maximum of 2 feet for the driving of concrete piles. 
The remaining strokes shall include full stroke and approximately halfway between 
minimum and maximum stroke. 
   Supply hammer instrumentation with electronic read out, and 
control unit that allows the operator to read and adjust the hammer energy or equivalent 
ram stroke. When pressure measuring equipment is required to determine hammer 
energy, calibrate the pressure measuring equipment before use. 
 
 


