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1. What is the definition of a multi-use trail? 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) defines a multi-use trail as a paved, 
shared use path, which is typically 12 feet wide, but may commonly vary from 10 feet to 
14 or more feet depending upon constraints or volume of use. In some areas of extreme 
constraints such as at bridges or in environmentally sensitive areas, a trail may be as 
narrow as eight feet. The goal is to construct 12-foot-wide trails. 

2. What is the SUN Trail program? 

The SUN Trail program funds the development of a statewide, paved, multi-use trail 
network for bicyclists and pedestrians. It is the paved component of the Florida 
Greenways and Trails System (FGTS). For additional information visit 
www.FloridaSunTrail.com. 

3. How is the SUN Trail program administered? 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Central Office, Systems Planning 
Office, administers the program. In addition to the Statewide SUN Trail Network 
Program Manager, there is at least one Trail Coordinator in each of the FDOT seven 
Districts and the Turnpike Enterprise.  

Serving as the respective District’s primary point-of-contact, the Trail Coordinators assist 
with planning and evaluating projects. The Statewide Program Manager works with 
internal and external stakeholders to implement the SUN Trail Network and provide input 
for other trails developed by FDOT. To identify your District Trail Coordinator or the 
Statewide Program Manager visit www.FloridaSunTrail.com and select “Contacts.” 

4. Under what authority does the SUN Trail program operate?  

The state funded SUN Trail is established under Section 339.81, F.S., Florida Shared-Use 
Nonmotorized Trail Network.  

5. What is the authorization for funding the SUN Trail program?  

Section 335.065, F.S., Bicycle and pedestrian ways along state roads and transportation 
facilities, authorizes FDOT to use the State Transportation Trust Fund (STTF) to 
establish a statewide trails network in coordination with the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP).  

6. What is the funding source for the SUN Trail program?   

FDOT receives an annual allocation from the redistribution of new vehicle tag revenues 
pursuant to Section 320.072, F.S., Motor Vehicle Licenses.  

7. Can SUN Trail program funds be mixed with other allocations?  

Yes, projects may have multiple funding sources; however, SUN Trail funds do not 
qualify as match requirements for other funding programs. 

http://www.floridasuntrail.com/
http://www.floridasuntrail.com/
http://m.flsenate.gov/Statutes/339.81
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2015/335.065
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2015/320.072
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8. What is ineligible for SUN Trail program funding?  

The SUN Trail program will not fund sidewalks; nature trails; loop trails wholly within a 
single park or natural area; on-road facilities, such as bicycle lanes of routes other than 
on-road facilities that are no longer than one-half mile connecting two or more 
nonmotorized trails, if the provision of non-road facilities is infeasible and if such on-
road facilities are signed and marked for nonmotorized use. A statutory exception is made 
for on-road components of the Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail. 

The allocation of SUN Trail program funds will not include the development of amenities 
associated with trail projects. These amenities include but are not limited to: benches, 
trail furniture or seating areas; bicycle racks, air stations or lockers; buildings, restrooms, 
wayside structures or overlooks, shelters or picnic pavilions; kiosks (regulatory and 
safety signage permitted); landscaping (trail stabilization permitted); litter or recycle 
receptacles and doggie bag dispensers, parking areas or trailheads; playgrounds, fitness 
equipment or structures; promotional or educational materials; sculptures, fountains or 
art; and water fountains, spigots or showers. 

9. What is the role of the Office of Greenways and Trails (OGT)? 

The OGT, within FDEP, provides statewide leadership and coordination to establish, 
expand and promote the FGTS, pursuant to Section 260, F.S., Florida Greenways and 
Trails Act. For additional information visit www.FloridaGreenwaysAndTrails.com.  

10. What is the FGTS and what is the difference between FGTS Opportunity and Priority 
Land Trails? 

The FGTS Plan establishes Florida’s vision for a statewide trail network; it includes 
existing, planned and conceptual trails and ecological greenways. The FGTS Opportunity 
Land Trail Map is the state companion to community greenways and trails and bicycle 
and pedestrian master plans. It encompasses a combination of multiple and single-use 
trails for a variety of trail users. The FGTS Priority Trails Map encompasses the most 
important corridors and connections within the FGTS Opportunity Trails Map. For 
additional information visit http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/FGTS_Plan/default.htm. 

11. Do the FGTS maps change?  

Yes. OGT works with stakeholders to update the maps and seek adoption from the FGTC 
every three to five years with adjustments permitted by the Florida Greenways and Trails 
Council (FGTC) at the request of planning entities. For additional information visit 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/.  

12. Why must projects be on the FGTS Priority Land Trails Network to be eligible for SUN 
Trail funding?  

Similar to the Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) the FGTS Priority Land Trails 
represents the statewide network of high-priority corridors and connections. The 
combined legislation from 2014 and 2015 directs FDOT, among other charges, to focus 
on FGTS priorities and to develop the SUN Trail Network. The adopted FGTS Priority 
Land Trail Network, modified by removal of corridors not envisioned as paved trails, is 
the starting point for determining SUN Trail Network eligibility. 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2015/Chapter260/All
http://www.floridagreenwaysandtrails.com/
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/FGTS_Plan/default.htm
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/
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13. How can I verify if my trail is within the SUN Trail Network? 

Visit www.FloridaSunTrail.com and select “Maps.” 

14. Who are the Florida Greenways and Trails Council (FGTC)?  

Pursuant to Section 260.0142, F.S, the FGTC operates in accordance with Section 
286.011, F.S., the Florida Sunshine Law. Among its duties, the FGTC serves to advise 
the FDEP on greenway and trail related issues, promote intergovernmental cooperation 
and private partnerships for developing the greenways and trails system, recommend 
priorities for critical links in the system, and provide funding recommendations for 
developing and managing the system. 

15. What actions did FGTC take to identify and make recommendations for funding Regional 
Trail Systems through the SUN Trail program?  

December 15, 2015 Identification of the Coast-to-Coast Connector (C2C) as the top 
priority Regional Trail System 

January 25, 2016 Regional Trail criteria adopted 
February 29, 2016 Seven Regional Trail Systems recommended for further analysis 

by OGT 
March 31, 2016 Selection and prioritization of additional Regional Trail 

Systems, in priority order they are: 
1. St. Johns River-to-Sea Loop (SJR2C) 
2. Capital City to Sea Trails 
3. Southwest Coastal Regional Trail  
4. Heart of Florida Loop  
5. East Coast Greenway - Southeast  

For additional information visit http://dep.state.fl.us/gwt/FGTC/fgtc/council.htm. 

16. Will FDOT only fund the “Regional Trail Systems” identified by the FGTC? 

No, FDOT will use a two tier funding structure. One tier is funding the top two Regional 
Trail Systems identified by the FGTC (C2C and SJR2C). The other tier is funding 
Individual Trail segments that close gaps in the FGTS Priority Land Trail Network. 
Approximately 1/3 of the funding will be programmed in each category in the Five-Year 
Work Program. 

17. How should entities identify priority trail projects for SUN Trail program funding? 

The planning, evaluation and prioritization process for creating a multiuse trail varies 
depending upon the needs, policies, procedures, substantial goals and values of the 
organization’s representation. Regardless of the funding source, priorities are consistent 
with the community’s vision, public involvement procedures, the comprehensive plan, 
and long-term management plans. Approval of priorities is by the applicable advisory 
committees and boards. In some areas, it may be necessary for two or more entities (i.e. 
MPOs or Regional Planning Councils) to join forces to close gaps in regional trail 
systems. Priorities typically include projects that are part of a unified trail or bicycle-
pedestrian master plan and provide continuity between facilities by linking activity areas 

http://www.floridasuntrail.com/
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2015/Chapter260/All
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0200-0299/0286/Sections/0286.011.html
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/FGTS_Plan/Long%20Distance%20Corridors/Coast_to_Coast_Connector.htm
http://dep.state.fl.us/gwt/FGTC/fgtc/council.htm
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for a considerable distance. The FGTS Plan provides guidance for communities 
initializing and prioritizing their own trail vision. 

18. Are there minimum eligibility requirements for SUN Trail program funding?  

Yes, there are four minimum Eligibility Criteria, they are:  

a. The project must be a paved component of the FGTS Priority Land Trail 
Network, and therefore the SUN Trail Network;  

b. The project must be identified as a priority by the applicable jurisdiction;  
i. If the project is within a boundary of a Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO), it must be a MPO priority.  
ii. For areas outside of MPO boundaries, the project is an identified priority 

of the county (inclusive of their municipalities), tribal government, federal 
or the state managing agency. 

c. A local entity must be formally committed to the operation and maintenance of 
the project; 

d. The project must be consistent with the applicable comprehensive plan or the 
long-term management plan. 
 

19. What is the process for funding trail projects and how should entities submit proposals 
for consideration? 

All Individual Trail projects must meet the Eligibility Criteria. The Individual Trail 
Selection Criteria will be used to evaluate the proposals. After identification and 
prioritization of Individual Trail projects by the applicable jurisdictions, the entity 
transmits the Priority List and Individual Trail Project Application to the respective 
FDOT District during an open SUN Trail funding cycle. 

For Individual Trail projects within the boundary of a Metropolitan Planning 
Organization/ Transportation Planning Organization (MPO), prioritization from the 
applicable MPO will need to occur. Typically, member municipalities and counties 
identify and prioritize trail projects for consideration by the MPO. Some MPOs have 
separate ranking processes for bicycle, pedestrian, and trail projects while others simply 
group all non-motorized projects into a single category.  

For areas outside of MPO boundaries, the Individual Trail Project must be an identified 
priority of the applicable county (inclusive of their municipalities), tribal government, 
federal or the state managing agency.  

District Trail Coordinators will work with stakeholders in the identification of potential 
projects within the C2C and SJR2C Regional Trails Systems for inclusion in the 
Tentative Five Year Work Program. The District Trail Coordinator will communicate 
those needs to Central Office who will develop the final funding scenario. 

20. When are Individual Trail project Applications due to the District Trail Coordinator?  

The Individual Trail Application period closes at 5:00 p.m. on June 20, 2016. 
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21. Who determines if a project is “Ready-to-Go”? 

Project evaluation occurs during the development of prioritization lists. The local entity 
makes a determination that the proposed phase is able to proceed within the timeframe. 
Prior to incorporation into the Tentative Work Program, the FDOT District, then Central 
Office will verify proposals. 

22. Will FDOT oversee funded project phases or will other agencies oversee them?  

In general, FDOT will manage the phases for multi-use trail projects that are included in 
the Five Year Work Program. However, if another agency desires to manage the project, 
it may serve as the project manager at Central Office’s discretion. If another agency 
administers the project, a Joint Participation Agreement (JPA) will be executed. A JPA is 
a legal instrument describing intergovernmental tasks to be accomplished and/or funds to 
be paid between government agencies. 

23. What project phases are eligible for SUN Trail funding?  

Project phases may include corridor-planning, pursuit of additional right-of-way, design, 
new construction or reconstruction of trail surface and bridges, and maintenance. 

24. What happens if FDOT acquires new Right-of-Way (ROW) for a trail?  

FDOT will purchase ROW, separate from existing FDOT ROW, on behalf of the 
managing agency or transfer title upon completion of construction. 

25. Who will operate SUN Trail program funded trails?  

Typically, long-term mangers are local or regional governmental entities, tribal 
governments or other public land agencies with the responsibility for oversight of 
transportation or recreational trails. Projects traversing multiple jurisdictional boundaries 
may have multiple managers. For example, multiple entities manage the Suncoast Trail.  

26. When is the trail manager responsible for the maintenance identified?  

It is important to identify the party responsible for trail operation and maintenance early 
in development of a project. This will ensure that the appropriate agency is aware of their 
responsibilities and has the authority to maintain the project over the long-term.  

27. What are the expectations for managing entities as it relates to maintenance obligations? 

The managing entity will provide routine regular maintenance, they are responsible for 
the daily upkeep and operation of the trail to protect users, they will reduce safety hazards 
that occur, and they will ensure a quality level of service is maintained on the facility. 
Routine Maintenance involves the day-to-day upkeep of a trail. Activities may consist of 
litter pick-up, trash removal, debris removal, soil and weed control, graffiti removal, 
mowing, sweeping, sign replacement, shrub trimming, maintenance of drainage, and 
other regularly scheduled maintenance activities. 

For FDOT Constructed Trails Inside of FDOT ROW – FDOT will maintain the pavement 
and any bridge structures for a trail in its ROW, and will apply normal roadway 
maintenance standards such as mowing and litter control to the entire ROW inclusive of 
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the trail. Beyond this, a local sponsor/agency will enter into a maintenance agreement 
with the department to undertake all other trail maintenance. The area of responsibility 
will be the footprint of the trail within FDOT ROW as defined by the district. The local 
agency/sponsor will be responsible for any mowing and litter control above FDOT 
roadway standards and maintenance of trail specific facilities and features such as 
drainage, ornamental landscaping, wayside areas, benches, litter receptacles, and 
restrooms. The local sponsor/agency will be identified prior to programming the Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) phase. The maintenance agreement detailing the 
full maintenance requirements of that entity must be executed prior to letting for 
construction.  

For FDOT Constructed Trails Outside of FDOT ROW – Trails that are constructed 
outside of FDOT ROW shall be maintained by an entity other than FDOT. The 
department will enter into an agreement or other form of documented commitment to 
ensure that a local sponsor/agency is committed to long-term trail maintenance. The local 
sponsor/agency will be responsible for all trail operation and maintenance needs which 
includes routine pavement and bridge structure repair, litter control, sweeping, vegetation 
management, and the maintenance of trail specific facilities and features such as 
drainage, ornamental landscaping, wayside areas, benches, litter receptacles, and 
restrooms. The local sponsor/agency will be identified prior to programming the PD&E 
phase. Each district will determine the appropriate form of commitment or agreement that 
will need to be executed prior to letting for construction. 


