
SR 30 (US 98) AND CODY AVENUE SINGLE POINT URBAN INTERCHANGE (SPUI) 
AT HURLBURT FIELD ENTRANCE, OKALOOSA COUNTY

APPENDIX B
LETTERS OF SUPPORT







 

 

SENATOR GREG EVERS 
2nd District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
COMMITTEES: 
Criminal Justice, Chair 
Transportation, Vice Chair 
Budget - Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice  
   Appropriations 
Budget - Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, 
   and Economic Development Appropriations 
Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities 
Reapportionment 
Rules - Subcommittee on Ethics and Elections 
 
SELECT COMMITTEE: 
Protecting Florida's Children 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   598 North Ferdon Boulevard, Crestview, Florida 32536  (850) 689-0556 
   5224 Willing Street, Milton, Florida 32570  (850) 983-5550 
   24 North Tarragona, Pensacola, Florida 32502  (850) 595-0213 
   308 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5000 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 MIKE HARIDOPOLOS MICHAEL S. "MIKE" BENNETT 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

October 13, 2011 
 
The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood, Secretary 
U. S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, Southeast 
Washington, D.C.  20590 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary, 
 
It is my distinct honor and pleasure to submit this letter of support for the Transportation 
Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant application submitted 
by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to construct an interchange and elevated 
roadway on U.S. 98 at the entrance to Hurlburt Field AFB in Okaloosa County. This project is of 
great importance to the local community and traveling public, as well as our area military 
partners. Once constructed the interchange will increase capacity and improve access to Hurlburt 
Field, improve the operation of the intersection, enhance safety and improve response time for 
personnel living off base. 
 
This project is a partnership with the United States Department of Defense, US Air force, the 
State of Florida and Okaloosa County. The State of Florida, through the Defense Infrastructure 
Grant program, has funded the development of an environmental document and  “Bid” ready 
Design - Build Request for Proposals (RFP) document for the construction of a critical 
intersection improvement that will allow US 98 traffic to overpass this intersection and entrance 
to Hurlburt field. 
 
US 98 is the economic backbone of the Florida panhandle coastal region. It connects the 
deepwater Ports of Pensacola and Panama City, which are both designated foreign trade zones. It 
also connects the world’s largest Air Force Base – Eglin AFB with Tyndall AFB and Pensacola 
NAS. Most importantly to this project, Hurlburt Field is the home of the Special Operations 
Command. The increase of the mission to these bases, in part due to the Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission (BRAC) has and will continue to significantly impact the military, 
civilian and business traffic along this corridor and this intersection in particular.   
 
Improvements to the congestion and traffic delays will enhance this area’s consideration with 
regards to future mission assignments. The reduced commute time would also be a major plus for 
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the military personnel that need to deploy on short notice. Additionally, the improvements could 
expand the available options of residential communities. 
 
The application of this grant by the Florida Department of Transportation has my full support.  I 
Thank you for your favorable consideration of this project, and please do not hesitate to call on 
me if you have questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Greg Evers 
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212 Lukasik Avenue
Suite 315
Hurlburt Field FL 32544

Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue Southeast
Washington DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood

I am extremely pleased that the Florida Department of Transportation is submitting the Hurlburt Field
Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUD project for TIGER grant funding. The 1st Special Operations
Wing wholeheartedly supports the proposed Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUD project at the
Hurlburt Field main gate (Cody Avenue) and U.S. Highway 98. The proposal would construct an
elevated section of Highway 98 with slip ramps at Cody Avenue.

Hurlburt Field is not only home to the 1st Special Operations Wing, but also supports Headquarters
Air Force Special Operations Command and dozens of tenant units. Over 7,500 military and 4J00
civilian employees live and work on Hurlburt and the majority of them travel on Highway 98 every day.
However, on a daily basis, despite the amount of traffrc that enters Hurlburt Field, even more continues
on to Fort Walton Beach, Eglin AFB and the Destin area. In addition to preventing major traffic
accidents at this intersection, this SPUI project will allow free flow of through-traffic and minimize the
impact our securify procedures and entry queues have on our Okaloosa County neighbors.

In the past ten years, we have made numerous improvements and capital investments to improving our
traffic management and flow through Hurlburt's front gate. We have also continuously engaged with the
local communities and Transportation Planning Offices to ensure that other local governmeniagencies
have kept this SPUI project visible and as ready as possible for construction funding. The project is
currently in the Okaloosa-Walton Transportation Planning Organization's 2035 Needs Plan and the 2030
Long Range Transportation Plan.

Thank you for your strong consideration of this project for the TIGER discretionary grants. We are
looking forward to working with the professional team of transportation experts in our areato improve the
infrastructure and quality of life for travelers along the Gulf Coast.

Sincerely

Any Time...Any Place
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October 16, 2011 
 
 
 
The Honorable Raymond H. LaHood, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
Dear Secretary, 
 
The  Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is applying for a Federal Grant through U.S. 
Department of Transportation (USDOT) to build a flyover/ overpass on US 98 at the entrance of Hurlburt 
Field.  On behalf of the Okaloosa County School District I am writing to express our full support for this 
proposed project. 
 
For many years the traffic on Highway 98 has been extremely congested during the morning and 
afternoon hours and this intersection has been a major contributor to this problem.  The School District 
Transportation Department (our buses), students who drive to and from school, parents transporting 
students, as well as, commuters would benefit greatly from a flyover at this location.    
 
The School District has worked cooperatively for many years with the local FDOT to assist in efforts to 
alleviate congestion on this section of Highway 98.  Our efforts have included scheduling drop-off and 
pick-up times for bus routes that have the least impact on the current congestion problems during the 
morning and afternoon hours.  In an effort to minimize the number of pick-ups and drop-offs on Highway 
98 the School District has purchased smaller school buses that can maneuver within smaller cul-de-sacs 
off Highway 98. 
 
History will show that a wreck on Highway 98 at this intersection in the morning hours has caused 
students to miss instructional time.   
 
Not only would there be time saved in our students’ school days and commuters’ workdays, there would 
be a savings in dollars spent for fuel and the increased maintenance that a vehicle needs when driven 
routinely in heavy traffic.  Above all Public Safety would definitely benefit from this flyover project. 
 
The School District would support the FDOT as they apply for a federal grant through the USDOT, 
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant program to construct 
this flyover that would benefit our community in many ways. 

Sincerely, 

 

Alexis Tibbetts, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 




