Florida Planning Emphasis Area-2015

Advancing Multi-Modal Transportation Planning

Over the past decade, transportation planning has expanded to include more emphasis on non-automobile modes with consideration given to freight movements, bicycle and pedestrian planning, complete streets, and integration of transit use into multi-modal plans for agencies and jurisdictions.  Plans may be developed to consider multi-modal planning at a jurisdictional or regional system wide level.  Many MPOs may already look at some or all of these factors when planning for future transportation improvements.  MPOs are encouraged to consider the following areas in all of their modal planning for future system improvements.  

Freight Planning

Florida is the third most populous state in the United States.  Florida consumes a significant amount of goods and commodities.  The challenge for Florida is to keep up with the growing demand for goods.  The safe and efficient movement of goods and commodities, including throughput and trade, moves Florida’s economy.  All freight transportation modes can be considered and include trucking, rail, waterborne, air, pipeline and even space play critical roles in moving goods and commodities.  

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) has embarked on the development and implementation of a Freight and Mobility and Trade Plan.  The plan defines policies and investments that will enhance Florida’s economic development efforts in the future.  Consideration of this statewide plan should be given as MPOs explore and plan for future transportation investments.  In addition, FHWA has many resources on their Freight Planning website.  

Transit Planning

The mission of the FDOT Transit Office is to "identify, support, advance and manage cost effective, efficient and safe transportation systems and alternatives to maximize the passenger carrying capacity of surface transportation facilities."  As communities continue to grow, many planners are faced with highway facilities that can no longer accommodate expansion for a variety of reasons or choose not to accommodate through roadway expansion.  As congestion increases and travel time reliability decreases, alternative modes of travel are being sought to meet the growing demand and traveling preferences of the public.  MPOs and local jurisdictions are planning for transit expansion to accommodate the increasing need for alternatives to automobile travel.  

Where appropriate, MPOs should consider transit-oriented development, exclusive bus lanes, bus rapid transit, transit expansion, new starts alternatives and other transit options when planning for transportation system enhancements.  MPOs are encouraged to visit FDOT’s Public Transit Office webpage for more information.


Complete Streets

The ability for Florida residents and visitors to have safe and convenient travel and access to economic hubs, shopping centers and public places is a vital part to creating a livable community.  To ensure successful livable communities, transportation planning decisions must be made that encourage and consider economic development, appropriate local land uses, community culture and the natural environment. One strategy to accomplish these goals is to implement a Complete Streets plan that integrates people and the environment in the planning, design and construction of transportation networks. Complete Streets is accomplished through contextual design in which transportation planning and road design decisions are determined by the context of the environment versus a one-size fits all planning and design approach. 

FDOT has implemented a Complete Streets policy that is targeted to promote safety, quality of life and economic development in Florida. Successful implementation of this policy requires FDOT to routinely plan, design, construct, reconstruct and operate a context-sensitive transportation system.  Implementation of this policy at the regional and local level may require MPOs to incorporate context-sensitive solutions and transportation system designs that consider local safety issues, land use development, community needs, and context sensitive solutions in their transportation planning process. 

As MPOs work to meet the needs of their transportation users, consideration should be given, where appropriate, to complete streets policies that improve accessibility and public safety, address cultural needs, encourage economic development and promote mobility across all modes of transportation.
 
The following resources are available to help MPOs develop an approach to Complete Streets: FDOT Complete Streets - Workshops and Multi-Modal Corridor Planning Guidebook.

Bicycle/Pedestrian

Florida continues to be one of the leading states with high fatality and serious injury rates among bicyclists and pedestrians. Tackling this significant safety concern requires collaboration and support from all planning partners to develop effective bicycle and pedestrian planning strategies that reduce crashes, fatalities and injuries. 

Florida is committed to working to address the challenge of improving safety for pedestrians and bicyclists.  In 2010 FDOT established the Florida Bicycle and Pedestrian Council to provide a forum for stakeholders to participate and provide input into bike and pedestrian considerations.  FDOT has updated several of its manuals and guidance documents, such as the Florida Greenbook, FDOT Design Standards and FDOT Plans Preparation Manual, to include guidance on incorporating innovative engineering countermeasures to improve pedestrian and bicyclist safety on Florida roadways.  In 2011 FDOT implemented a Bicycle and Pedestrian Focused Initiative that targets the reduction of fatalities and serious injuries of pedestrian and bicyclists on Florida roadways through a comprehensive approach that includes engineering, enforcement, education, and emergency response countermeasures. In 2013 FDOT finalized its first Pedestrian and Bicycle Strategic Safety Plan and implemented Florida’s Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Coalition to assist with implementation of the plan.

To support pedestrian and bicycle safety, MPOs are encouraged to develop policies that support the integration of safe and well connected bicycle and walking networks into their overall transportation system.  MPOs may also want to explore developing and implementing a Pedestrian Safety Action Plan, as suggested in the 2014 State Planning Emphasis Area bulletin.  MPOs are encouraged to continue any efforts started as a result of the issuance of the 2014 State Planning Emphasis Area.  

In existing MPO pedestrian safety programs, emphasis could be placed on enhancing or constructing new pedestrian and bicycling facilities, improving roadway and pedestrian lighting, and installing pedestrian safety devices such as marked crosswalks and pedestrian signals.  MPOs can also reevaluate the effectiveness of their existing safety plan to determine if the program is still appropriate and producing positive results.  MPOs are encouraged to use the following resources to develop your strategies: FDOT Safety Office Webpage, State of Florida Pedestrian & Bicycle Strategic Safety Plan, Bicycle and Pedestrian Council, Pinellas County Pedestrian Safety Plan and AlertTodayFlorida.com.

Federal Planning Emphasis Areas

In 2015 the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration issued a joint Planning Emphasis Areas letter to all MPOs encouraging them to place emphasis on the following areas as they develop their Unified Planning Work Programs.  FDOT supports the MPOs consideration of the federal planning emphasis areas in the development of the UPWP.  The Federal Planning Emphasis Areas are posted on the Office of Policy Planning website.  The emphasis areas are:

MAP-21 Implementation
Regional Models of Cooperation
Ladders of Opportunity
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