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U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Strengthens the Air Quality Standards for Ground-Level
Ozone

On October 1, 2015, EPA strengthened the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ground-
level ozone to 70 parts per billion (ppb) from the current 75 ppb, based on extensive scientific evidence
about ozone effects on public health and welfare. Secondary standard also set at 70 ppb. The updated
standards will improve public health protection, particularly for at-risk groups including children, older
adults, people of all ages who have lung diseases such as asthma, and people who are active outdoors,
especially outdoor workers. They also will improve the health of trees, plants and ecosystems.

Timeline

e States make recommendations to EPA for nonattainment areas based on data from the years
2014-2016.

e Data for determination of designation is based on the 4" highest annual reading of each monitor
in a Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) from 2014-2016.

e EPA will make final designations by October 2017.

Potential Implications to Florida

e |If Florida has any areas designated as nonattainment for the revised NAAQS, Florida DEP will
develop a State Implementation Plan (SIP) providing for the measures necessary to bring the
areas into compliance with the revised NAAQS.

e Transportation conformity would be required in these nonattainment areas. Transportation
conformity means that a periodic demonstration must be made that transportation activities
will not cause new air quality violations, worsen existing violations, or delay timely attainment
of the NAAQS.

Current Ozone Monitor Readings

The ozone values depicted in the figure below are the compliance values for the 2013-2015 time frame.
They are representative of current conditions. Designations will ultimately be based on monitor
readings for the years 2014-2016. Given recent downward trends in ozone concentrations throughout
the state, there may be no monitors that exceed the NAAQS at a level of 70 ppb or above at the time
that the designations are made.
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* Manitoring data for 2015 preliminary until January 2016 - Final attainment designations to be made on 2014 - 2016 monitoring data.
* Design value is based on the three-year mean of the 4th-highest daily maximum eight-hour average concentration.

Links to Information:

EPA: http://www.epa.gov/

Federal Register notice for October 1, 2015: http://www3.epa.gov/ozonepollution/pdfs/20151001fr.pdf
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