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Defining Access Management 
Access management is the careful planning of    
 the location, type and design of access. 

Driveways 

Medians 

Median Openings 

Interchanges 
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Access Management Definitions 

What are Conflict 
Points? 

What are  
Directional Median 

Openings? 

What is Access Management 
Classification? 
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What Are The Principles of Access 
Management? 

Limit the number of 
conflict points for all modes 

Separate the conflict 
points for all modes 

Provide reasonable access 
at each property  
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More conflicts means more crashes 

We didn’t just make this stuff up 
Safety is the Prime Reason for 

Access Management 

After Access Management Before Access Management 

5 



Limiting Conflict Points 

Reducing Number of Median 
Openings 

More Restrictive Median 
Openings 

Reducing and Aligning 
Driveways 

Better Driveway Design 

 

Directional vs Full 
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Center Turn Lane Driver 
Perspective 

Left 

Merge 

Stop 

Left 

Merge 

Left 

Multiple Potential Conflicts 
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Median - Driver Perspective 

STOP 

Merge 
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Medians Increase Safety 
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Access Control Classification and 
Access Management Standards 

 F.A.C. Rule 14-97 establishes the access control 
classification and access management standards 
 

 F.A.C. Rule 14-96 establishes the driveway connection 
permitting standards 
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Different Roads Have Different Roles 

MOBILITY 

ACCESS 
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Access to Property 

Collector 

Freeway 

Local 

Arterial 
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 Spacing guidelines 

Access 
Class 

Facility 
Connection 

Spacing 
(feet) 

Directional 
Median 
Spacing 

(feet) 

Full Median 
Spacing 

(feet) 

Signal 
Spacing 

(feet) 

2 
Restrictive with 
Service Roads 

1320/660 1320 2640 2640 

3 Restrictive 660/440 1320 2640 2640 

4 Non-Restrictive 660/440 N/A N/A 2640 

5 Restrictive 440/245 660 2640/1320 2640/1320 

6 Non-Restrictive 440/245 N/A N/A 1320 

7 Both 125 330 660 1320 

(Greater than 45 mph/Less than or equal to 45 mph) 12 



Does Access Management Hurts 
Business? 

 MYTH 
 Access management hurts 

businesses 
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 FACTS 
 Access management improves 

safety and traffic flow 

 Customers avoid congested 
roadways/sites and high crash 
potential areas 

 Efficient traffic flow exposes 
more motorists to businesses 

 Does not impact destination 
trips 



The National Highway Institute reports that 
inadequate access management can increase 
travel time and delay by as much as 60 
percent. Yet, even a 10 percent reduction in 
average travel speeds can cause a business to 
lose 20% of its market area. 
 

14 



15 



Access Management Impacts 

 MYTH 

 U-turns are not safe 
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 FACT 

 Research indicates U-
turns are often much 
safer than direct left 
turns, especially on 
high volume, high 
speed, or congested 
roadways 



Why Access Management? 
 Aesthetics – by enhancing environment and economic 

vitality of the surrounding communities 

 Provide a place for landscaping and signs 

 Provides a pedestrian refuge while crossing wide streets 

 Separates Traffic 
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 Traffic Flow Efficiency 
by reducing 
interference of turning 
traffic with through 
traffic  

 

 And, by ensuring 
adequate circulation 
and storage for traffic 
on-site 
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Why Access Management? 



Driveway Location 

Outside of the 
functional area of the 
signal or another 
driveway. 

 Consider  adjacent driveways, intersections, signals, median 
openings, and interchanges 

 Avoid Locating in exclusive right turn lanes 

 Comply with the spacing guidelines defined in Rule 14-97 to 
the extent possible 19 



RESEARCH RESULTS 
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The various studies point to one consistent 

finding: An increase in the number of 

access points translates into higher 

accident rates.  

Thus the greater frequency of driveways 

and streets, the greater the number of 

accidents. 



Site Plan Review 

Proposed Property Use 

 Site Circulation 

Driveway Length 

Queue Length For Drive-Thru 

 Turn Lanes 

Access Easements 

Deliveries /Fire 

 Sight Distance 
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Driveway Length 
 Measured from the ultimate right-of-way line to the first 

conflict point 

 Should be at least 25 feet (one car length) 

 Based on Design Standard Index 515 
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On-site Queue Lengths 

 Review for adequate circulation and storage for traffic on-site 

 Provide adequate queue lengths for drive through businesses 
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Right Turn Lanes 

 Determined based on  

 Peak hour right turning volume  

 Truck/Heavy Vehicle traffic volume 

 Traffic volume on the adjacent roadway 

 Posted speed limit 

 

Roadway Posted Speed 
Limit 

Number of Right Turns  
per hour 

45 mph or less 80-125 

Over 45 mph 35-55 

Guidelines for Right Turn Lanes to Unsignalized Driveways 

From Driveway Information Guide 25 



Left Turn Lanes 

 Required when a left turn and/or U-turn movement is 
allowed at a median opening 

 On two-lane roadways, required at any location serving more 
than a single family residence if: 

 posted speed limit is 50 mph or greater, 

 location on a curve 

 Based on safety not volume 

 Site specific storage based on traffic projections must be 
provided at left turn lanes (at least 100 feet in urban areas 
and 50 feet in rural areas) 
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Turn Lanes-Standard Index 301 
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Joint-Use Cross Access 
 Reduces number of driveways thus reducing and/or 

separating conflict points  
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Other Considerations 

 Bus stop locations: 

 

 Transit operations 
could influence 
operation and sight 
distance at driveways 

 

 Coordination with 
transit authority 
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Sample 
Pre-Application  
Letter 
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Guidance 

 Access Management Resource Materials 
• www.accessmanagement.info 

 Driveway Information Guide 
 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/systems/sm/accman/ 

 Roadway Design Standard Index 
 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/rddesign/DesignStandards/Standards.shtm 

 Plans Preparation Manual 
 http://www.dot.state.fl.us/rddesign/PPMManual/PPM.shtm 
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Questions? 

Contact 
Information: 

Geysa Y. Sosa 

District Traffic  

Access Manager 

954-777-4363 

32 


