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SECTION 11.3 
 

CATEGORIZING ASPHALT & OTHER BASE COURSES 
 
 
11.3.1  PURPOSE 
 
This procedure provides a means for categorizing the different asphalt courses, mix types and 
illustrate the units of measure.  
 
11.3.2  AUTHORITY 
 
Sections 20.23(3)(a) and 334.048(3), Florida Statutes (F.S.) 
 
11.3.2.1       REFERENCES 
 
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction (Specifications) 
 
11.3.3  THE DIFFERENT COURSES 

 
Asphalt and other base courses discussed in this Section are: Superpave Asphalt Concrete, 
Optional Base (excluding asphalt base), and Composite Base Courses.  
  
11.3.3.1 SUPERPAVE ASPHALT CONCRETE 
  
Superpave mixes are categorized fine graded.   
  
Superpave mixes are divided into (A) Tonnage pay items and (B) Square Yard Pay Items. 
Each of these categories is divided into individual pay item groups.  
 
(A)  TONNAGE PAY ITEMS 

 
Tonnage pay items include Friction Courses, Structural Courses, Turnout Construction 
(Asphalt), and Miscellaneous Asphalt. 
 
Compensation for Tonnage Items shall be by automatic printer tickets, showing weights along 
with the Lot Submittal Package, and shall be submitted with the Final Estimate for each 
project on the Contract.  

 
1. Asphalt Concrete Friction Courses: 

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0334/Sections/0334.048.html
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/programmanagement/Implemented/Specbooks/Default.shtm
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Friction course mixes are designated as FC-5, FC-9.5, and FC-12.5. These mixes must 
meet the plant and equipment requirements of Section 320 of the Specifications, the 
general construction requirements of Section 330 of the Specifications, Superpave 
Asphalt Concrete general requirements of Section 334 of the Specifications, and 
Asphalt Friction Course general requirements of Section 337 of the Specifications. 

 
Friction courses are paid by the Ton. The pay quantity is based on the quantity placed 
on the project limited to a maximum of 105% of the adjusted plan quantity in 
accordance with Section 337-11 of the Specifications. 
 
Refer to CPAM Chapter 11.4 for explanation and examples of asphalt adjustments. 

 
2.  Asphalt Concrete Structural Courses: 

  
Structural course mixes are designated as SP-9.5, SP-12.5, and SP-19.0. These mixes 
must meet the plant and equipment requirements of Section 320 of the Specifications, 
and the general construction requirements of Section 330 and 334 of the 
Specifications. These mixes are fine-graded mixes as defined in Section 334-3.2.2 of 
the Specifications. 

 
Structural courses are paid by the Ton. The pay quantity is based on the quantity placed 
on the project limited to a maximum of 105% of the adjusted plan quantity in 
accordance with Section 334-7 of the Specifications. 
 
Refer to CPAM Chapter 11.4 for explanation and examples of asphalt adjustments.  

 
3. Turnout Construction (Asphalt only) 

 
Asphalt used on turnout construction can be any material specified by the Department, 
except for open-graded friction courses. Asphalt turnout construction is a tonnage pay 
item, and in general, the Department’s Engineer will accept the material on the basis of 
visual inspection, with no testing required. 

 
See Sections 320-3 and 286 of the Specifications for method of measurement and 
Basis of payment. 

 
NOTE: There will be no Composite Pay Factor (CPF) adjustment (paid as CPF of 1) or 
thickness adjustment on Asphalt Turnout Construction. 

 
4. Miscellaneous Asphalt 
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Miscellaneous asphalt is used where vehicular traffic does not travel, such as shared 
use paths, median pavement, sidewalks, pavement under guardrail. The soil 
underneath these areas must be treated before asphalt is paved to prevent plant 
growth. 

 
See Sections 320-3 and 320-4 of the Specifications for Method of Measurement: The 
quantity to be paid for is the weight in tons calculated by weighing trucks on scales 
meeting the requirements of Section 320-3 of the Specifications or from the total 
weight of batches placed in trucks as determined by an automatic printer system 
meeting the requirements of Section 320-4 of the Specifications. The pay quantity is 
based on the quantity placed on the projects, limited to a maximum of 105% of the 
adjusted plan quantity for the pay item.  For calculation, a weight of 100 lbs/SY per inch 
thickness of asphalt will be used. 

 
See Section 339-8 of the Specifications for Basis of Payment: Price and payment will 
be full compensation for all work specified in this section, including shaping and 
compacting the foundation, soil sterilization treatment, furnishing of the bituminous 
material used in the mixture, and shaping of the adjacent earth surfaces. 

 
An Example of how you would pay for miscellaneous asphalt for up to 105% is 
shown in Section 11.4 of this Manual.  

 
(B)  SQUARE YARD PAY ITEMS: 
 
The only asphalt square yard pay item is Superpave Base (optional base asphalt). See the 
Design Standards; Index No. 514 “Optional Base Group and Structural Numbers”. 
 
Superpave Base Courses: 

 
Base course mixes are designated as B-12.5. However, the Contractor may use type SP-12.5 
mixture (traffic level B or C) instead of type B-12.5. 

 
Superpave Base is paid for on an area basis and in square yards. The area is the plan quantity 
subject to provisions of Section 9-3 of the Specifications. The pay quantity is based on the 
quantity placed on the project limited to a maximum of 105% of the adjusted plan quantity. 

  
1. The pay area shall not exceed 105% of the designed surface area. 

 
2. There will be a Bituminous Adjustment where the plans include a typical cross-

section which requires the construction of asphalt base option only, and only if 
the requirements of Section 9-2.1.2 of the Specifications are met. 
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3. If plan quantity error exceeds the limitations established in Section 9-3 of the 
Specifications, then record documentation for the change only. 

4. A CPF is also added if applicable. 
 
(C)      CUBIC YARD PAY ITEM 

 
The only Cubic Yard Asphalt Pay Item is Asphalt Treated Permeable Base 

  
Asphalt Treated Permeable Base (ATPB) 

 
1. ATPB is used with outlet pipe under concrete pavement as shown in detail in the 

plans and in the Design Standards, Index No. 287. 
 
2. ATPB must meet the plant and equipment requirements of Section 320 and the 

general construction requirements of Section 330, except as noted under 
Section 287-2 of the Specifications.  

 
3. The ATPB mixture will be accepted at the plant with respect to Section 334-5.1 

of the Specifications, and with exceptions as mentioned in Section 287-5 of the 
Specifications. ATPB is composed of a combination of coarse aggregate and 
asphalt cement. 

 
4. This pay item is plan quantity. It is completed and accepted subject to Section 9-

3.2 of the Specifications. Only plan errors and field revisions are to be 
measured and documented on a site source record. 

 
11.3.3.2 COMPOSITE BASE  

  
Composite Base is a combination of granular material and asphalt.  The Subbase (granular) is 
cored prior to placing asphalt.  All areas over 1/2" or under 1/4" of specified granular thickness 
must be corrected prior to placing asphalt. The asphalt is placed according to Section 234-8 of 
the Specifications and must be controlled within +/-5% of the specified spread rate. The 
average spread rate of the asphalt shall be converted to inches by reversing the formula 
specified in Section 234-8.1 of the Specifications and added to the average thickness of the 
Subbase. The thickness adjustment is applied for the composite base pay item limited to a 
maximum 105% of the surface area, as specified in Section 285-8 of the Specifications. (See 
example, Section 11-4 “Adjustments” under “Appendix C:  Composite Base Thickness 
Adjustment”).  For Bituminous Adjustments on Composite Base, refer to Chapter 11.4 of this 
Manual.  For the requirements of the mixture and CPF, refer to Section 234 of the 
Specifications, Basis of Payment and Section 334 of the Specifications. 
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11.3.3.3 OPTIONAL BASE (EXCLUDING ASPHALT BASE) 
  
See Section 285 of the Specifications. Optional base, such as Limerock, Cemented Coquina, 
Shell Base, Shell-Rock, and Graded Aggregate (known as white base) is paid for on an area 
basis and in square yards. The area is plan quantity subject to provisions of Section 9-3 of the 
Specifications. 
  

1.  Optional base receives a thickness adjustment, and the pay area shall  not 
exceed 105% of the finished surface area. 

  
2.  There will be no Bituminous Adjustments where the plans include a typical 

cross-section providing the option of using either Limerock or Asphalt as 
Base. 
 

3.   If plan quantity changes or errors exceed the limitations established in 
Section 9-3 of the Specifications, then document in field books, computer 
forms, or computation book forms for the change only.  

 
Note: Documentation on computation book forms will continue for all projects that have 
Computation Books. For projects with Plan Summary Boxes, calculations could be 
shown on the Summary Box or submitted with the plans and referenced in the Summary 
Box.  


	Tonnage pay items include Friction Courses, Structural Courses, Turnout Construction (Asphalt), and Miscellaneous Asphalt.
	Compensation for Tonnage Items shall be by automatic printer tickets, showing weights along with the Lot Submittal Package, and shall be submitted with the Final Estimate for each project on the Contract.
	An Example of how you would pay for miscellaneous asphalt for up to 105% is shown in Section 11.4 of this Manual.


