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Section 5.8 
 

CONTROL OF MATERIALS 

 

5.8.1 Purpose 

 
To establish a uniform standard for the control of materials on construction projects. 
 

5.8.2 Authority 

 
Florida Department Of Transportation Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction 
 
Federal-Aid Policy Guide (FAPG), 23 CFR, Subchapter G – Engineering and Traffic 
Operations, Part 637 – Construction Inspection and Approval. 
 

5.8.3 General 
 
The contract documents contain specifications or references for all materials that are to be 
incorporated into a project.  The Florida Department’s of Transportation’s (FDOT) 

Sampling, Testing and Reporting Guide (STRG), included in Procedure No. 675-000-

000, Materials Manual (published by the State Materials Office), indicates who samples 
and tests each of these materials and at what frequency.  Certification of materials used on 
a project will be accomplished according to instructions from the State Materials Office. 
 

A Job Guide Schedule based on the STRG is developed for each contract.  It contains a 
listing of all pay items that will be used for sampling and testing on the project.  This 
computer printout will serve as a reminder of the required sampling and testing frequencies. 

 The Job Guide Schedule also lists material numbers designating the methods of 
acceptance normally required under each pay item.  For Lump Sum contracts the 

Contractor will submit a project specific Job Guide Schedule for acceptance in accordance 

with Article 105-2 of the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Standard 

Specifications. 
 
There are three methods of acceptance: 1) certification; 2) sampling and testing, 
certification; and visual inspection.  Certification is subdivided into Producer Certification 
and acceptance using the Qualified Products List (QPL). 
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5.8.4 Method of Acceptance 

 

5.8.4.1 Certification by ProducerProducer Certification and 

QPLProducer 

 
A manufacturer or supplier has given provided a written certification stating the material 
supplied meets Department specification requirements at the time of delivery or prior to 
placement. The Department Inspector shall check to ensureverify that the certification is 
complete and, correct and meets specification requirements.  Verification of  Verification of 
an approved product/source should not only accompany the proper certification, ie; the bill 
of lading/ticket with the phrase “Certified for FDOT” or “Cert. for FDOT”, the Inspector 
should visually inspect or verify that these products or materials actually meet all the 
specifications and requirements.   
 
Product certification from an approved aggregate product/source should not only 
accompany the proper certification, ie; include the bill of ladingen/shipping ticket with the 
phrase “Certified for FDOT” or “Cert. for FDOT”, FDOT Source number, date, FDOT 
material code, aggregate description, and quantity in tons., t,  
 
The Inspector should visually inspect or verify that thesethe delivered products or materials 
match the certification document descriptions in expected appearance and size, and are 
free from defects and contamination.  
 
In some instances where the Department requires that manufacturers submit samples 
of certified materials for independent verification purposes, the Department Inspector 
shall collect the sample or ensureverify that the sample has been submitted for testing.  
 

5.8.4.2 Approved Materials, Producers, and Products 

 
The Department maintains a lists of materials, producers and products acceptable for use 
on Department construction projects.  Materials, producers and products will be included on 
Department lists when documentation (certification, periodic test results, etc.) is received 

assuring that the material conforms to FDOT specification Specification requirements.  
The Department Inspector shall verify that such approved materials, producers and 
products meets specification requirements.  These lists are available at: Approved Product 
List, Qualified Products List, and Materials/Producers Listing. 
 

http://www3.dot.state.fl.us/trafficcontrolproducts/
http://www3.dot.state.fl.us/trafficcontrolproducts/
http://www2.dot.state.fl.us/SpecificationsEstimates/ProductEvaluation/QPL/QPLIndex.aspx?PageAddr=lt;a%20hrefeq;qt;http://www.dot.state.fl.us/specificationsofficeqt;gt;Specifications%20and%20Estimateslt;/agt;
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/statematerialsoffice/quality/programs/qualitycontrol/materialslistings/postjuly2002.shtm
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5.8.4.3 Visual Examination 

 
The specifications provide guidelines concerning material that may be accepted by visual 
examination, for example non-structural sidewalk or certain materials incorporated into 
Witness-and-Hold productsprojects.  The Inspector should visually inspect or verify that the 
delivered products or materials match the expected appearance and size, and are free from 
defects and contamination..  As stated above, just because the certification of an approved 
source or product has been delivered to the project, it doesn’t necessarily mean the product 
is acceptable without a visual inspection. 
 

5.8.4.4 Sampling and Testing 

 

5.8.4.4 Test 
 

(A) Resident Level Responsibilities 
 
Regardless of the method of acceptance, it is the Project Administrator's responsibility to 
assure that only materials meeting the specifications, or properly documented and 
approved exceptions, are incorporated into the project.  A current record of samples taken 

and tests run is maintained during the project using the Department’s database.  A report 
by pay item will be used as a record of the test sample(s) performed for each project.  The 

Project Administrator (PA) will make sure the samples are current at all times by insuring 
prompt entry of sample data and field test results into the Department’s database. 
 
It is the responsibility of the Project Personnel to sample and test materials based on the 
quantity provided by the Contractormandated by the ContractContractor on Lump Sum 
Contracts. 
 

5.8.4.5 Contractor Installation Certification 
 
The contractor is to provide installation certifications as required by the Department 

Specifications prior to installation of material on the project. 
 

5.8.5 Defective Materials 
 

Defective materials will be processed in accordance with Article 6-4 of FDOT Standard 

Specifications, with a Disposition of Defective Material (DDM), Form No. 700-011-01.  

This process will also apply when the Contractor submits an Engineering Analysis Report 

(EAR) in accordance with the material specific specifications.  The procedure is outlined in 
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the Flow Chart – Resolution Process of Defective Material (Attachment 5-8-1). 

 

For straightedge deficiencies, the procedures shall follow the requirements of CPAM 

Section 11.2, Testing and Correction of Surface Deficiencies on Asphalt 

Pavement. 

 

  (A) Resident Level Responsibilities 
 

The Contractor will request the use of an EAR to the Project Administrator/Resident 

Engineer (PA/RE).  Prior to the approval of the use of an EAR, the PA/RE will coordinate 
with the District Materials and Research Engineer (DMRE) or designee regarding the 

parameters of the EAR.  The DMRE or designee will recommend the types of testing 

needed to ensure the EAR will yield the necessary information to determine the disposition 
of the defective material. 
 

Once the EAR is submitted, the PA/RE will forward a copy of the EAR and a completed 

DDM to the DMRE or designee.  Upon receipt of the District Construction Engineer (DCE) 
disposition, the PA will process the material and payment accordingly. 
 

  (B) District Level Responsibilities 
 

The DMRE or designee will determine the disposition of the material and forward the DDM 
to the DCE. 
 

If the DCE concurs with the DMRE's proposed disposition, the DCE will forward the DDM to 
the PA. 
 
If the DCE does not concur with the DMRE's disposition of materials, the DCE will forward 

the DDM, the DMRE's disposition and the DCE's recommendation to the Director, Office of 
Construction, for final disposition. 
 

  (C) Central Office Responsibilities  
 
The Director, Office of Construction, will make the final decision and notify the following 

offices with a copy of the DDM: District's Final Estimates Engineer, District Materials and 
Research Engineer, Director, Office of Materials, and the Resident Engineer's Office. 
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