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Knowledge Base Topic:   

Importing GIS Surface to Civil 3D 
Software: Civil 3D 2012 
  

1. Go to Surfaces and pick Surfaces from GIS Data  

 
2. Then you will go through all the steps of the Wizard. Step 1 is where you give the 

surface a name. Click Next.  
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3. Change the data source type to SHP – that's the most common data type from ESRI. 

Then you will browse for the SHP file.  

 
4. Click LOGIN and put a checkmark next to the item listed in this screen. I used an 

example data file called Columbus. Of course yours will have a different name.  
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5. Click Next.  
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6. Clear the checkbox next to Define Area of Interest by… This is used if there is a 

smaller area you want to focus on. By clearing this checkbox, you are importing 
the whole surface area.  

 
 
6. Click Next.  
 
7. Set the Elevation column from the GIS file (left) to be Elevation in the Civil 3D property 
(right). You will probably need to make the columns bigger in order to see them properly.  
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8. Click Finish and after a moment your beautiful new surface model shall appear.  
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