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Florida Department of Transportation

CHARLIE CRIST 605 Suwannee Street STEPHANIE KOPELOUSOS
GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 SECRETARY

October 17, 2007

Dr. Leslie McCarthy, PhD, P.E.
Program Operations Engineer
Federal Highway Administration
545 John Knox Road, Suite 200
Tallahassee, Florida 32303

Re:  Office of Design, Specifications
Section 125
Proposed Specification: 1250816 — Excavation for Structures and Pipe — Backfilling —
Placement and Compaction

Dear Dr. McCarthy:

We are submitting, for your approval, two copies of a proposed Supplemental Specification for
Excavation for Structures and Pipe — Backfilling — Placement and Compaction.

This change was proposed by Tom Malerk of the State Materials Office to substitute the word
“above” for the word *“outside”, in defining the placement limits of 12 inch thick, compacted
material, in relation to the soil envelope.

Please review and transmit your comments, if any, within two weeks. Comments should be sent
via Email to SP965DB or duane.brautigam@dot.state.fl.us.

If you have any questions relating to this specification change, please call Duane F. Brautigam,
State Specifications Engineer at 414-4110.

Sincerely,

Duane F. Brautigam, P.E.
State Specifications Engineer

DFB/sh

Attachment

cc: Gregory Jones, General Counsel
Florida Transportation Builders' Assoc.
State Construction Engineer



1250816
All Jobs

EXCAVATION FOR STRUCTURES AND PIPE - BACKFILLING -
PLACEMENT AND COMPACTION.

(REV 10-16-07)

SUBARTICLE 125-8.1.6 (of the Supplemental Specifications) is deleted and the
following substituted:

125-8.1.6 Placement and Compaction: Place the material in horizontal
layers not exceeding 6 inches compacted thickness, in depth above water level, behind
abutments, wingwalls and end bents or end rest piers, under the haunches of the pipes and
around box culverts and all structures including pipe culverts. When the backfill material
is deposited in water, compact as specified in 125-8.2.5 and 125-8.3.4.

The Contractor may elect to place material in thicker lifts of no
more than 12 inches compacted thickness eutside-above the Soil Envelope if he can
demonstrate with a successful test section that density can be achieved. Notify the
Engineer prior to beginning construction of a test section. Construct a test section of the
length of one LOT. Perform five QC tests at random locations within the test section. All
five tests must meet the density required by 125-9.2 and be verified by the Department.
Identify the test section with the compaction effort and soil classification in the Logbook.
In case of a change in compaction effort or soil classification, construct a new test
section. When a QC test fails the requirements of 125-9.2 or when the QC tests cannot be
verified, construct a new test section. The Contractor may elect to place material in
6 inches compacted thickness at any time.



1250816
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EXCAVATION FOR STRUCTURES AND PIPE - BACKFILLING -
PLACEMENT AND COMPACTION.

(REV 10-16-07)

SUBARTICLE 125-8.1.6 (of the Supplemental Specifications) is deleted and the
following substituted:

125-8.1.6 Placement and Compaction: Place the material in horizontal
layers not exceeding 6 inches compacted thickness, in depth above water level, behind
abutments, wingwalls and end bents or end rest piers, under the haunches of the pipes and
around box culverts and all structures including pipe culverts. When the backfill material
is deposited in water, compact as specified in 125-8.2.5 and 125-8.3.4.

The Contractor may elect to place material in thicker lifts of no
more than 12 inches compacted thickness above the Soil Envelope if he can demonstrate
with a successful test section that density can be achieved. Notify the Engineer prior to
beginning construction of a test section. Construct a test section of the length of one
LOT. Perform five QC tests at random locations within the test section. All five tests
must meet the density required by 125-9.2 and be verified by the Department. Identify the
test section with the compaction effort and soil classification in the Logbook. In case of a
change in compaction effort or soil classification, construct a new test section. When a
QC test fails the requirements of 125-9.2 or when the QC tests cannot be verified,
construct a new test section. The Contractor may elect to place material in 6 inches
compacted thickness at any time.



