
Safe Mobility for Life Coalition: 
Addressing the Needs of Addressing the Needs of 

Florida’s Aging Road Users

Bicycle and Pedestrian Partnership Council
August 2, 2011g ,

Gail Holley
Florida Department of Transportation 

State Traffic Engineering and Operations OfficeState Traffic Engineering and Operations Office
Safe Mobility for Life Program Manager



Understanding the Issue Understanding the Issue 

 Aging Road User: Includes drivers, passengers, g g , p g ,
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit-riders, motorcyclists, 
operators of non-motorized vehicles that are 65 
years and olderyears and older.

 Fragility with age
 In 2020: In 2020:
 One in five people will be 65 or older
 One in four drivers in Florida will be 65 or older



Florida TrendsFlorida Trends

 By county, percentBy county, percent 
of total population 
65+

17.5% and over17.5% and over

13% to 17.4%

12 4% to 12 9%12.4% to 12.9%

Less than 12.4%

Source: Dept of Elder Affairs 2009 Population Data



National Projections (65+)j ( )

2000 2000  2000  2010  2010  2010  2030  2030  2030
State Percent Rank State Percent Rank State Percent  Rank

U.S 12.4 N/A U.S. 13.0 N/A U.S. 19.7 N/A

Florida 17 6 1 Florida 17 8 1 Florida 27 1 1Florida 17.6 1 Florida 17.8 1 Florida 27.1 1

Penn. 15.6 2 West
Virginia

16.0 2 Maine 26.5 2

W 15 3 3 M i 15 6 3 W i 26 5 3West
Virginia

15.3 3 Maine 15.6 3 Wyoming 26.5 3

Iowa 14.9 4 Penn. 15.5 4 New
Mexico

26.4 4

North
Dakota

14.7 5 North
Dakota

15.3 5 Montana 25.8 5

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



Our ChallengeOur Challenge

 Balance safety and mobility needsBalance safety and mobility needs 
 Reduce crash risk and injury and fatality rate



Good News:  
W  H  B  P iWe Have Been Preparing



1991 Roadway Improvements 



2004: Time to Change 
The Way We Think



Improve Safety, 
A ibilit  d M bilitAccessibility, and Mobility
 Enhance partnerships Enhance partnerships 
 Evaluation and 

education on additionaleducation on additional 
roadway and pedestrian 
improvements

 Develop transportation 
safety and mobility 
resourcesresources

 Training course



New Safety ImprovementsNew Safety Improvements

 Countdown Pedestrian Signals.Countdown Pedestrian Signals.
 Reflectorized Backplates on Traffic 

Signals.g

 Chapter 18 in Florida Greenbook 
(Signs and Markings)(Signs and Markings).



www.SafeandMobileSeniors.orgwww.SafeandMobileSeniors.org



Road User Web PageRoad User Web Page



Time to Change How 
We Work Together 



Safe Mobility for Life CoalitionSafe Mobility for Life Coalition
AAA Auto Club South AARP 
Area Agency on Aging of Pasco-Pinellas Carlin Rogers Consulting
Commission for the Transportation 
Disadvantaged 

Dept of Hwy Safety and Motor 
Vehicles

Department of Community Affairs Department of Elder Affairs 
Department of Health CTST Coalition 

Dept of Transportation Federal Highway AdministrationDept of Transportation Federal Highway Administration
Florida Area Agency on Aging Association Florida Association of Senior Centers 

Florida Highway Patrol Florida State University
M t lit Pl i O i ti P I tit t A i d P bliMetropolitan Planning Organization 
Advisory Council 

Pepper Institute on Aging and Public 
Policy

Florida Public Transit Association FL's Strategic Highway Safety Plan 

Tallahassee Senior Center University of Central Florida
University of Florida Florida International University



Aging Road User Strategic PlanAging Road User Strategic Plan

 Broad based comprehensive strategic plan p g p
comprised of ten emphasis areas:
 Advocacy and Policy
 Aging in Place Aging in Place
 Assessment, Remediation and Rehabilitation
 Data Collection and Analysis

Li i d E f t Licensing and Enforcement
 Other Road Users
 Outreach and Education
 Prevention and Early Recognition
 Program Management, Evaluation and Resources
 Transitioning from DrivingTransitioning from Driving



Other Road Users Emphasis AreaOther Road Users Emphasis Area

Goal: Promote the safe 
mobility of aging 

l bl dvulnerable road users 
(pedestrians, transit 
riders bicyclists and otherriders, bicyclists and other 
non-motorized vehicles).



Other Road Users ObjectivesOther Road Users Objectives

 Identify and implement effective designIdentify and implement effective design 
elements and safety countermeasures. 
 Performance Measure: Number of effective measures 

identified and implemented.
 Increase awareness of the safety and mobility 

d f i l bl dneeds of aging vulnerable road users among 
stakeholders.
 Performance Measure: Level of awareness raised Performance Measure: Level of awareness raised.



Keep In Mind

Never doubt that a

p

Never doubt that a
small group of
thoughtful committed
people can change the
world; 

indeed, it’s ,
the only thing that ever has.

Margaret Meadg



Contact InformationContact Information

Gail HolleyGail Holley
Safe Mobility for Life Program and Research Mgr.
Florida Department of TransportationFlorida Department of Transportation
State Traffic Engineering and Operations Office
Phone: 850 410 5414Phone: 850-410-5414
Email: gail.holley@dot.state.fl.us
Web site: www SafeandMobileSeniors orgWeb site: www.SafeandMobileSeniors.org

Th k !Thank you!


